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rea t jest  «•«  nth 

de:  Easter ,  Passover 


com 


iper  and  feast  of  the  unleavened  bread 

:  celebrated  on  Nisan  11  _ _ 

The  Synoptic  Gospels  (Matthew, 
Mark  and  Luke )  emphasize  the  strong 
desire  of  Jesus  to  observe  this  tradi- 
tionai  Passover  ‘seder”  event  during 
what  proved  to  be  the  last  hours  before 
his  crucifixion. 

'  At  his  request  (Luke  22: 7-20),  his  fol¬ 
lowers  for  60 


By  Wilmer  C.  Fields 
JERUSALEM  (BP)— In  a  cob* 
dence  of  calendars,  two  of  the  gre 
annual  festivals  of  faith,  Passover  a 
Easter,  will  be  observed  worldwide 
the  same  day  this  year,  April  19th. 

These  special  days  of  remembran 
will  have  their  sharpest  focus  in  t 


*£"“  KS?-,  now  declared  empty  and  emerges  with 

Palm  Sunday  brings  a  joyous  pro-  two  flaming  torches.  Worshippers 
fess!°n“f  P,*8r,ms  bearing  pal  m  reach  forward  to  kindle  their  owntap- 
fronds  and  singing  in  dozens  of  lan-  ers  and  pass  the  fire  to  others  hand  to 
guages  They  march  from  the  Mountof  hand.  The  throng  mwn^ves  out  in 
Olives  through  St.  Stephen  s  Gate  into  processions  to  various  quarters  of  the 

rJ?  u  „  Old  City  for  numerous  services  of  wor- 

Chi  Holy  Thursday  the  Eastern  rite  ship  through  the  night 
church  leaders  -wash  the  feet  of  their  At  dawn  on  Sunday  Prote-tants 

nmrrtrtTi  Mti^TM  h£"iil1ty>,  “  the  begin  speclal  celebrations  of  Jesus’ 
Churches  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  St.  resurrection,  Some  are  held  at  the 

M"k  ^dJSt^mes  ‘  Garden  Tomb,  accepted  by  many  as 

tom"  I0,00**  Frlday  ,the  mood  of  con-  certainly  the  kind  of  borrowed  tomb  in 
templative  sorrow  deepens.  Pilgrims,  which  Jesus  was  laid 
often  led  by  bearers  of  evocative  Pastor  Robert  Lindsey  and  the  con- 
wooden  crosses,  retrace  Jesus’  final  gregation  of  the  West  Jerusalem  Bap- 
footsteps  to  Calvary,  the  place  of  tist  Church,  who,  like  most  congrega- 
Ro™f  cautions.  tions  of  all  kinds  in  Israel  meet  nor- 

pl,”  l  darkness  falls  the  Greek  mally  for  worship  on  Saturday  will 
Church  re-enacts  the  funeral  of  Jesus  have  special  Easter  worship  on  “the 
wtti  a  procession  to  the  Church  of  the  first  day  of  the  week,”  the  Lord’s  Dav 
Holy  Sepulchre,  accepted  by  some  As  sunrise  moves  westward  across 
groups  as  the  place  of  Jesus’  tomb.  the  Mediterranean  and  around  the 
_  On  Great  Saturday  the  Eastern  world,  the  chorus  of  prayer  and  song 
Churclws-Greek  Orthodox,  Arme-  which  begins  in  Jerusalem  sweep* 

-  ma"‘  Syrian  and  Coptic— conduct  onward  and  upward  proclaiming  Good 
vis-  exuberant  ceremonies  of  the  Holy  News  for  all  mankind. 


Holy  City  ,  a  place  venerated  by  Jew4 
Christians  and  Muslims. 

Christians  refer  to  this  year  as  1961 
AD,  Anno  Domini,  “the  year  of  our 
Lord."  Jews  refer  to  it  as  1981  CE, 
“Common  Era.”  On  the  Jewish  calen¬ 
dar  this  is  the  year  574L.lt  is  1389  on  the 
Muslim  calendar. 


.  ....  generations  have 
memorialized  that  Last  Supper.  The 
commemorative  unleavened  bread 
and  wine  symbolize  for  observant 
death*13113  vo'untary-  redemptive 

In  Jerusalem  on  historic  Mount  Zion 
just  outside  the  walls  of  the  Old  City 
Passover  commemorates  the  there  is  a  site  revered  by  both  Jews 
Exodus  from  Egypt  and  the  deliver-  and  Christians.  On  the  ground  level  is 
ance  of  the  Israelites  from  oppression,  fte  place  designated  as  the  Tomb  of 
Under  the  leadership  of  Moses,  this  David,  a  place  of  Dilerimaee  for  tows 
event  began  the  process  of  forging  the  -  Upstairs*  there 
Israelite  clans  into  a  nation.  which  enshrines  the  memory  of  the 

Passover  observance  occurs  from  Last  Supper  of  Jesus  with  the  12  oriei- 
the  14th  to  the  21st  of  the  Jewish  lunar  nal  disciples  8 

oCk  a"d  -„***  Week’  from  Palm  Sunday  to 
forth  in  March  and  April.  Passover  Easter  Sunday,  will  draw  30  000  vis- 

applies  primarily  to  the  paschal  sup-  itors  to  these  places  and  others  in: toe  Fire.  A  representativeentersthe  tomb 


Fields  is  director  of  Baptist  Press. 


risen."  Luke  24:8rJPhoto  by  David  F.  Haywood) 


Ferrells  of  Jackson 
appointed  to  Ecuador 
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for  a  number  of  years.  He  received  the  - 

bachelor  of  arts  degree  from  Missis-  < 
sippi  College,  Clinton,  and  the  master  (.? 
of  divinity  degree  from  Southern 
Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.  He  expects 
to  receive  the  doctor  of  ministry  de¬ 
gree  at  New  Orleans  Seminary  in  May. 

While  in  college  and  seminary,  Fer¬ 
rell  served  for  three  summers  in  Con¬ 
necticut  and  Massachusetts  as  a'mis- 
sionary  for  the  Baptist  Student  Union 
and  the  Home  Mission  Board.  He  was 
also  associate  pastor  at  Rosemont 
Baptist  Church,  Washington  Park,  Ill .  I 

Mrs.  Ferrell,  the  former  Violet  * 

,  ( Deanie)  Bolls,  is  a  native  of  Jackson,  i 

Miss. ,  where  she  grew  up.  She  lived  at  RICH) 
the  Baptist  Children’s  Village,  number  ( 
Jackson,  where  her  legal  guardians  overseas 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Nunnery.  She  cent  in  It 
received  the  bachelor  of  arts  degree  force  ioci 

from  Mississippi  College  and  attended  number  a  _ 

Hinds  Junior  College,  Raymond,  Miss,  only  two  persons. 
With  her  husband  she  served  as  a  Ttiat  is  causing 

summer  missionary  in  Connecticut.  Baptist  Foreign 
She  was  a  junior  high  school  teacher  in  ministrators  who 
Bolton,  Miss.,  and  a  bookkeeper  in  ionary  is  the  core 
both  Louisville  and  Jackson.  tist  mission  enter 

The  Ferrells  have  two  daughters:  “If  it  (career  mi 

Melissa  Suzanne,  born- in  1977.  and  cay,  it’s  only  a  m 

wprker.  He  Cristjna  Lynn,  1980.  The  family  will  go  D**  dficay  affects 

inish  pastor  to  Pine  Mountain.  Ga..  in  September  ^  Dill  W.  Mars 

t  Church,  for  a  12-week  orientation  before  going  for  human  resour 
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Missionary  force  grov 
slower  than  volunteer 


trenching.  In  1980,  the  board  appointed  The  typical  newly  appointed  missio- 
330  new  missionaries,  down  from  a  re-  nary  couple  in  1980  was  about  30  years 
cord  350  in  1978  and  332  in  1979.  old  with  two  children.  The  typical  mis- 

Some  of  those  330  met  long-standing  sionary  associate  was  48  or  49  and  the 
news.  After  five  years  in  which  few  typical  journeyman  was  23.  -  ,» 
new  missionaries  went  to  east  Asia,  There  were  279  losses  among  the 
that  geographical  area  received  38  missionary  force  in  1980,  with  resigna- 
new  career  missionaries, -twice  as  tion  accounting  for  148  losses.  Al- 
maay  uS  any  °^ler  area  Die  world,  though  the  number  of  resignations  wa^ 
Of  the  total  330  missionaries  com-  the  highest  in  Foreign  Mission  Board 
missioned  in  1980,  Japan  received  20 ;  history,  Cobbs  said  16  of  these  resigned 
Korea  19;  Taiwan  17;  and  Hong  forafamily  member  to  accept  a  job  at 
Kong/Macao  12.  the  home  office  in  Richmond. 


Curtis  and  Deanie  Ferrell 


W.  Curtis  and  Deanie  Ferrell  were 
among  24  persons  named  missionaries 
by  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  April  7  in  the  Lakeland 
(Fla.)  Civic  Center 


Principle 

causes 


resignation 


House,  Senate  consider 


t  *  iwira  mien 

GREENVILLE,  S  C.  (BP)  - 
Harold  Kelly,  50,  a  deacon  at  Eastlan 
,  Baptist  Church,  has  resigned  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  Bi-Lo  Inc.,  over  a  decision  by 
the  grocery  chain’s  executive  commit¬ 
tee  to$ejl  b«“'  °”-1  w***  >*'•*•■  rv-. 
lotto,  N.  C., 'stores:  ‘ 

Kelly,  president  of  jthe  120-store 
supermarket  chain,  which  last  year 
had  sales  in  excess  of  8617 -million, 
said:  ‘T’m  not  saying  their  choice  is 
wrong.  I'm  not  saying  that  the  stores 
are  wrong.  la  m  not  a  judge.  But  as  for 
Harold  Kelly.  I  can’t  have  a  part  in  it.” 

He  added:  “I  have  committed  too 
many  sins  to  set  myself  as  an  example 
But  I  hope  this  action  will  be  a  witness 
for  the  Lord.” 

Bi-Lo,  according  to  Kelly,  has  been  a 
family-type  store  ”1  am  concerned 
that  families,  particularly  children, 
would  see  beer  and  wine  in  Bi-Lo’s 
stores.  I  am  concerned  with  the  easy 
availability  of  beer  and  wine,  espe- 
( Continued  on  page  5) 

Seminary, 

Bible  Institute 


non 
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Vols  visit  , 
Ariz.  to  W<fck, 
not  for  sinuses 


Worldwide  prayer  for  child 
led  in  unexpected  direction 


As  Mrs.  Paul  Roaten  (Betty)  was 
growing  up,  she  discovered  that  a  per¬ 
son  can  do  anything  that  he  (she  in  this 
case)  has  the  desire  to  do— even  with 
only  one  arm  and  hand.  She  knows  be¬ 
cause  she  has  tried  it  and  ac¬ 
complished  it.  Here  is  Betty’s  tes¬ 
timony  of  how  God  in  His  wisdom  used 
what  seemed  to  be  a  tragedy  to  provide 
for  His  own: 

“I  grew  up  on  the  farm  near 
Brownsville,  Tenn.,  as  the  oldest  of  5 
children.  When  I  was  10  years  old,  the 
middle  finger  of  my  right  hand  started 
swelling.  The  doctor  said  that  it  was  a 
bane  tumor,  and  1  was  sent  to  Memphis 
for  treatments.  During  that  time  I  was 
interviewed  by  the  newspaper.  In  the 
article  prayer  was  requested  because 
it  seemed  like  a  terrible  thing  far  a 
child  to  go  through  life  with  just  one 


February  is  the  time  when  a  lot  of 
people  “take  their  sinuses  to  Arizona ,  ” 
but  that’s  not  what  Quitman  Associa¬ 
tion  took.  Instead,  they  took  eight  men 
to  Buckeye,  Arizona  and  spent  nine 
days  in  February  working  for 
Whitetanks  Baptist  Church  in  Buc¬ 
keye.  !  '  4 

They  framed  and  finished  class¬ 
rooms  and  a  fellowship  hall,  com¬ 
pleted  kitchen  plumbing,  built  kitchen 
cabinets,  painted  and  performed  other 
odd  jobs,  and  witness^!.  ; 

The  Brotherhoods  Of  Quitman  As¬ 
sociation  have  become  intensely  in¬ 
terested  in  volunteer  missions,  espe¬ 
cially  since  they  participated  in  a  mis¬ 
sion  trip  to  New  York  last  year. 

In  addition  to  construction  work, 
these  men  spoke  to  the  church  mem¬ 
bership  and  shared  their  faith  in  vari¬ 
ous  ways.  As  A.  C.  Atkinson  said,  “W e 
let  the  people  know  that  other  Chris¬ 
tians  care  for  them.” 

Charles  W.  Embry  liked  “helping  to 
spread  God’s  word  country- wide.”  He 
also  thought  this  mission  trip  helped  to 


The  Quitman  men  pictured  .are,  left  to  right:  Charles  Embry.  A.  C.  Atkinson,  James 
Watler ,  Jonathan  Dancy,  Doug  Wiggs.  James  Gazaway.  Earl  Whatley.  C.  A  Souther¬ 
land  took  the  picture. 


bring  the  churches  of  the  association  bert;  and  James  Gazaway,  Crowder, 
together  so  that  they  could  do  more  in  Blue  Lake  Baptist  Church, 
the  future.  Both  men  said  they  re-  Mar®  J.  Evans,  Jr.  was  the  coor- 
ceived  a  blessing,  because  helping  dinator*fgf  this  mission  trip,  and  is  the 
others  is  helping  yourself.  director  of  missions  for  Quitman  As- 

Those  who  particpated  in  this  mis-  sociation.  Evans  said,  “The  activity 
sion  trip  were:  C.  A.  Southerland,  Earl  brought  spirit  renewal,  new  oppor- 
WharUey  and  James  R.  W  a  tier  of  tunlties  to  share  Christ,  and  helped 
Crowder  and  Crowder  Baptist  strengthen  the  church.”  The  associa- 
Church;  Doug  Wiggs  and  Jonathan  tion  paid  the  travel  expense,  First 
Dancy  bf  Marks  and  Crowder  Baptist  Church  Lambert  gave  the  use  of  a  15- 
Church;  A.  C.  Atkinson  of  Batesville,  passenger  van  and  churches  in  the  as- 
Crowder  Baptist  Church,  Charles  W.  sociation  gave  special  offerings  to  help 
Embry,  Lambert,  First  Church  Lam-  defray  expenses. 


Missionary  Betty  (Mrs.  Paul)  Roaten  of  Montevideo,  Uruguay,  is  at  right  during  the 
gathering  immediately  after  die  Mississippi  taskforce  arrived  in  Uruguay.  Her  hus- 

XI,  a  native  of  Tupelo,  is  at  left.  Marjean  Patterson,  Mississippi  Woman’s  Missio- 
Union  executive  director,  is  in  the  center  of  the  photo. 


children  went  to  a  Uruguayan  school, 
which  is  all  in  Spanish.  In  the  after¬ 
noons  I  taught  them  English.  Now  m 
Montevideo  they  go  to  the 
Uruguayan-American  School,  which  is 
in  English. 

“Paul  still  has  opportunity  to  preach 
every  Sunday  as  he  is  filling  in  for  SBC 
missionary  Jason  Carlisle,  who  is  fur¬ 
loughing  in  Mississippi. 

“I  am  involved  with  the  WMU  work 
in  our  church  and  association  and  with 
the  national  Ac  teens.  In  the  near  fu¬ 
ture  I  want  to  start  a  GA  group  in  our 
church.  This  year  at  our  Baptist  semi¬ 
nary  in  Montevideo  I  am  able  to  teach 
typing.  The  students  who  come  to  the 
seminary  have  not  been  offered  typing 
in  high  school.  So  our  seminary  pro¬ 
vides  this  course  to  help  them  in  their 
seminary  classes  as  well  as  prepare 
them  for  the  ministry. 

“In  addition  to  the  many  activities  in 
“Paul  had  already  felt  the  call  to  which  I  am  involved,  I  also  enjoy  sew- 

missions,  but  I  hadn’t  at  that  time.  I  ing  and  canning  and  freezing  many  of 

knew  that  being  on  the  mission  field  Uruguay’s  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables, 
that  there  would  be  certain  things  I  There  are  things  I  can’t  do  like  rolling 
could  not  do— like  washing  clothes  in  a  up  my  hair.  But  with  the  help  of  Paul 

river.  (Betty  had  since  learned  that  and  my  three  ‘children  (Lois  Ann,  16 

this  is  not  necessary  in  Uruguay  be-  years;  David,  14  years;  Eddie,  8 

cause  she  has  a  washing  machine). 

God  had  never  shown  me-before  that  I 
should  be  on  the  mission  field, 
v  “T was  able  to  put  to  use  my  know¬ 
ledge  of  business  by  teaching  and 
working  as  church  secretary  in  sev- 
111 '«fdl  Mississippi  churches  while  Pad!' 

^was  hi-ctflicge  and  at  New  OHeaps 
(La.)  Seminary. 

y 

“After  being  married  for  10  years 
God  led  us  both  to  the  mission  field.  In 
1970  we  were  appointed  to  Uruguay, 

South  America.  In  our  first  year  in 
Cmvnelo,  Uruguay,  I  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  teach  typing  to  a  teenage  girl 
who  had  lost  strength  in  both  arms  due 
to  polio.  Later  on  she  was  able  to  get  a' 
job  as  secretary .  After  living  in  the  in- 
years,  we  moved  to  Mon-v 
tevideo,  Uruguay's  capitolcity ,  where 
Paul  is  assigned  as  the  Mission  trea¬ 
surer  and  business  administrator. 

During  those  five  years  I  had  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  learn  about  the 
Uruguayans  and  their  customs.  My 


tion  college  scholarship  at  Union  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Jackson,  Tenn.,  to  study  to 
be  a  business  teacher.  This  I  never 
dreamed  of.  I’m  the  only  one  in  my 
family  who  has  graduated  from  col¬ 
lege.  But  God  in  His  plan  for  my  life 
provided  funds  through  this  scholar¬ 
ship  for  me  to  go  to  college. 

“Through  another  newspaper  fea¬ 
ture  at  age  16 1  was  able  to  meet  my 
future  husband,  Paul  Roaten.  So  Paul, 
who  was  born  and  raised  in  Tupelo, 
Miss,,  wrote  to  me  after  having  read 
the  feature.  We  corresponded  several 
months  to  a  year  before  he  came  to 
visit  me.  We  saw  each  again  at 
Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Baptist  Assembly. 
He  went  to  Union  University  for  one 
semester;  and  because  of  lack  of 
funds,  he  transferred  to  Itawamba 
Junior  College  and  Blue  Mountain  Col¬ 
lege  near  Tupelo.  At  age  19  we  became 


Association  finds  reverse  gear 
to  Bold  Mission  Thrust  efforts 


By  Ervin  Brown 
Director  of  Missions 
Northwest  Baptist  Association 

Our  Association  has  just  had  a 
“new”  experience.  We  have  never 
done  just  this  before,  and  have  not 
even  heard  of  it  being  done  anywhere. 

It  is  sort  of  a  “Bold  Mission  Project  in 
Reverse.” 

We  have  done  several  bold  mission 
projects.  .  .where  we  would  send  men 
from  our  association  to  go  to  some 
pioneer  mission  field  to  work  on  a 
church  building  or  do  mission  revi¬ 
vals. 

We  took  15  men  to  Superior,  Wyo.  in 
1978  and  16  men  to  Flanders,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  in  1980.  But  this  time  we  invited  13 
pioneer  pastors  from  southwest 1 
Wyoming  to  come  to  our  association 
for  a  week  of  special  Home  Mission 
conferences.  These  people  came  in  on 
years)  I  can  do  a  tot  of  things.  Paul  Friday,  March  6,  and  returned,  March 
never  tells  me  I  can’t  do  something.  He  13. 

always  helps  and  senses  when  I  need  Our  association  provided  the  travel 
or  want  something.  He  makes  it  easy  expenses,  different  churches  served 
for  me  to  say  I  can  do  something.  as  hosj  for  lodging  and  meals  and 
“Another  thing  that. I  can’t  do  and  1  schedule  was  made  to  provide  all  the  ] 
would  love  to  do  is  to  play  the  piano.,  churches  with  at  least >one  speaker!;'  wfest  ■  Wyoming -awd'bne  man  from 
But  the  Lord  has  provided  Us  a  daugh-  There  were  four  Day  Fellowship  Meet-  Rawlins,  in  the  Energy  Basin  Associa- 
ter  who  is  interested  in  music  and  ings  with  a  meal  in  four  of  our  tion.  The  director  of  missions  for  the 
piano.  So  I  really  enjoy  it  when  she  churches.  Love  offerings  were  re-  southern  part  of  Wyoming,  Charles 
plays.  I’m  just  going  to  have  a  big  time  ceived  from  all  churches  and  divided  Crim,  came  with  his  wife, 
whenl  get  to  heaven,  because  the  Lord  equally  among  the  speakers.  In  the  picture:  left  to  right:  EdStod- 

is  going  to  let  me  play  the  piano.  Our  feeling  is  that  this  has  been  a  dard,  Flaming  Gorge  Baptist  Church, 

“So  my  testimony  has  always  been  unique  experience  for  our  people,  get-  Green  River:  Joel  Robbins,  FBC,  Big 
that  when  we  pray,  we  should  always  ting  to  meet  and  know  these  men  serv-  Piney;  Mel  Sudduth,  Bidger  Valley 
pray  for  God’s  will  for  us.  Through  ing  in  these  pioneer  areas.  We  trust  it  Baptist  Church,  Lyman;  Ron  Pratt, 
illnesses  or  times  that  seem  bad.  God  will  give  all  of  us  a  new  Home  Mission  Rawling  Baptist  Church,  Rawlins; 
knowa  what  is  best  for  us.”  vision  and  will  help  our  pioneer  pas-  Earl  Wood,  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 


These  are  the  visitors  from  Wyoming 


Rock  Springs;  Gene  Joplin,  FBC 


“I  Was  active  irtmy  church  working  ' 
with  the  GA’s,  Training  Union,  etc. 
When  I  was  16, 1  felt  God  was  calling 
me  to  special  service,  but  I  didn't  know 
what 

“Another  miracle  that  God  worked 
out  was  a  four-year  state  rehabilita- 


The  foregoing  feature  article  on 
Mrs.  Paul  Roaten  was  submitted  by 
Jeahie  (Mi's.  Joe)  Benfield,  missio¬ 
nary  to  Uruguay.  Mrs.  Benfield  is  the 
press  representative  for  the  Uruguay 
Baptist  Mission. 


Too  many  of  us  worry  about  what 
people  think  of  us  when  they  don’t. 

A  liar  is  hard  not  to  believe  when  he 
says  nice  things  about  you. 


Ronnie  Ballard,  chaplain  of  the  Baptiat  Hospital  In  Asuncion,  chats  with  his  Marjorie  Kelly,  left,  is  engaged  in  a  world-wide  family  interest,  looking  at  pictures  of 
wifo.  Sue,  who  serves  as  his  assistant.  The  Ballards  served  churches  In  Missis-  children  —  in  this  case  those  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Smothers,  missionaries  to 
sippi  before  their  appointment  to  Paraguay.  Paraguay  who  claim  Mississippi  as  an  adopted  home.  Missionary  Mrs.  Don  Brake  of 

/  Kansas  is  second  from  left.  The  hospital  Is  in  the  background. 


Bill  Skinner,  administrator  of  the  Baptist  Hospital  in  Asuncion.  Paraguay,  is  shown 
chatting  with  Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Cohwention  Board,  during  a  visit  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  task  force  to  that  country 
In  the  Interset  of  Mississippi  Partners  with  Rio  do  la  Plata.  Skinner  is  from  Nashville. 
Tenn.  This  was  the  first  Baptist  hospital  established  in  South  America. 


v 


The  pediatrics  ward  in\1he  Asuncion  Baptist  Hospital  is  shown  above 

Photos  by  Don  McGregor 


Igleeis  Bautista  da  Villa  Morra  is  the 
adjacent  to  the  Baptist  hospital.  .  0 


the  largest 


Baptist  church  In  Asuncion.  It  is  located 


Baptist  Building  offices  In  downtown  Asuncion  are  above  the  Baptist  Bookstore.  A 
modern  .recording  studio  broadcasting  is  In  the  building.  . 
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Baptist  pastor  exposes 
illegal  refugee  traffiq 


Former  SBC  presidents 
mixed  on  role  clarification 


SAN  JOSE,  Costa  Rica  (BP) — Costa  the  United  States.  Gonzalez,  who 
Rican  judicial  authorites  are  inves-  works  closely  with  the  Cuban  exile 
ligating  mass  forgery  of  passports  and  community,  said  that  many  were  ap- 
iilegal  trafficking  of  Cuban  refugees  preached  by  racketeers  and  swindled 
through  Costa  Rica  to  the  United  of  11,500  (U.S.). 

States  following  exposure  of  the  Gonzalez  claimed  that  San  Jose 
scheme  by  a  Baptist  pastor  lawyers  accepted  the  $1,500  payment 

Adrian  Gonzalez,  pastor  of  First  to  process  each  illegal  visa  for  the  re- 
Baptist  Church  of  San  Jose,  went  to  fugees  and  arrange  transportation  to 
Costa  Rican  radio  and  newspapers  the  Bahamas.  Their  documents  were 
with  his  knowledge  only  after  govern-  destroyed  and  they  slipped  into  the  Un- 
ment  officials  spumed  his  requests  to  tied  States  illegally,  or  entered  using 
take  internal  action  and  his  attempts  forged  Costa  Rican  passports, 
to  see  President  Rodrigo  Carazo  went 
unanswered,  he  says. 

Since  the  investigation  began,  one 
official  has  been  indicted  in  the 
scheme  and  another  has  resigned.  The 
judicial  investigation  organization 
said  other  current  and  former  top  offi¬ 
cials  may  have  been  involved. 

Some  150  Cubans  enter  Costa  Rica 
each  week  and  about  40  percent  even¬ 
tually  qualify  for  legal  admission  into 

Police  beef  up  patrols 
to  cut  crime  in  Nazareth 

NAZARETH,  Israel  (BP)  —  Local  Officials  have  reassured  Baptists 
and  regional  police  have  increased  that  at  least  the  fihst  step  has  been 
patrols  in  response  to  protests  by  Bap-  taken  to  curb  the  crime  wave, 
tists  and  other  citizens  concerning  in¬ 
sufficient  police  protection.  o kl /i  mimctrv 

Police  are  maintaining  special  night  Uu.IU.oU.jr 

-surveillance  in  the  business  district  .  l  i 

and  local  citizens  have  organized  1H601  1)1311110(1 
nightly  patrols  of  residential  areas.  * 

After  protests^  the  daily  incidents  of  First  Baptist  Church,  YazooCityis 
burglary,  robbery,  vandalism  and  hosting  a  meeting  oh  cable  television 
harassment.  ministries,  April  21  at  10  a.m. 

Properties  of  Nazareth  Baptist  The  meeting,  arranged  by  Cortez 
School  and  church  were  burglarized  in  Hutchinson,  minister  of  education  and 
early  February  and  Baptist  leaders  administration,  is  for  Mississippi  Bap- 
appeaied  for  help  to  the  ministries  of  tist  churches  already  involved  in  cable 
police,  religious  affairs  and  interior,  ministries  or  interested  in  such, 
as  well  as  to  the  Nazareth  mayor  and  Hutchinson,  in  charge  of  the  cable 
police  chiefs  of  the  city  and  region,  work  at  First  church,  said  the  meeting 
Police  have  a  suspect  in  custody  in  that  will  include  discussion  of  programs, 


pointaients  of  then  SBC  president  Ad-  Jaroy  Weber  of  Dallas,  1975-7*;  Owsn 
rian  Rogers  to  the  committee  on  com-  Cooper,  of  Yazoo  City,  Miss. ,  1974-74; 
mittees  last  year.  and  Carl  E.  Bates,  of  Charlotte,  N.ffl, 

Rogers,  Pastor  of  Bellevue  Baptist  1971-72,  all  said  they  favor  the  change. 

Church  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  who  step-  James  L.  Sullivan,  Nashville,  Term., 
ped  down  from  the  SBC  presidency  1977,  was  not  available  for  comment 
after  only  a  one-year  term,  said  he  Weber  said  he  thought  it  was  a  “good 

feels  the  proposed  revision  is  “reac-  motion.”  “Most  presidents  I  know 
tionary”  and  he  will  vote  against  it  for  would  cherish  the  opportunity  to  share 
that  very  reason,  but  he  added  that  if  it  in  that  responsibility,  for  it  to  be  a  joint 
passed  he  “wouldn’t  lose  any  sleep  decision  because  it  is  so  significant  I 
over  it”  see  nothing  wrong  with  the  proposal,” 

"1  think  if  the  bylaw  bad  been  writ-  he-said.  . 
ten  (as  proposed)  to  begin  with,  that  Bates  said  the  joint  selection  process 

would  be  fine,”  he  said.  “I  just  don’t  was  the  way  be  worked  it  in  his  presi- 
like  to  see  it  done  as  a  reaction.  ”  dential  years. 

He  also  acknowledged  “the  info--  “I  didn’t  know  it  was  supposed  to  be 

ence,  I  think,  and  I  don’t  want  to  be  any  other  way,”  be  said.  “I  sat  down 
paranoid  about  this,  that  perhaps  I  did  with  the-  vice  presidents  and  also  in- 

no  t  consult  with  my  vice  vited  state  executive  secretaries  and 

presidents— which  I  did.  I  named  others.  The  vice  presidents  I  served 
people  that  Abner  McCall  (first  vice  with  will  tell  you  we  sat  down  and 
president)  and  Don  Touchtoo  (second  talked  and  wrote  the  state  convention 

vice  president)  suggested  and  people  I  presidents  and  executive 

suggested  and  were  suggested  to  me,  secretaries— we  didn’t  know  any  other 

after  consultation.  The  person  who  way. 

says  that  is  not  true  does  not  know  the  '  “I  think  it  is  a  good  thing.  These  vice 
facts.”  presidents  are  more  than  figureheads ; 

Rogers  said  he  felt  the  revision  “is  the  president  is  not  the  only  one  the 
an  attempt  by  the  more  established  convention  elected  and  sometimes  (in 
powers  that  be  to  try  to  head  off  at  the  pff-presidential  years)  the  contest  for 

pass  what  they  think  might  come  to  vice  president  is  even  more  heated 
pass  and  I  just  think  what  has  served  than  that  for  president” 
us  through  the  years  ought  to  continue  Cooper, -who  is  a  member  of  the 

to  serve  us.”  Executive  Committee,  said  his  reac- 

Jimmy  R.  Allen,  now  president  of  tion  to  the  revision  was  “positive.” 
the  SBC  Radio  and  Television  Com-  “When  I  functioned  as  president  X 
mission  and  whom  Rogers  succeeded  used  the  vice  presidents  as  if  they  were 
as  president,  said  he  would  have  pre-  members  of  a  committee,”  theMissis- 
ferred  Johnston’s  original  wording  sippi  layman  said.  “I  think  the  present 
rather  than  the  “committee”  wording  wordingisa  littlefuzzyandoughttobe 
and  said  making  the  president  a  more  specific.  What  does  in  confer- 
member  of  a  committee  “seems  to  un-  ence  with  mean? 
dercut”  his  role  and  would  be  a  step  in  “I  feel  this  is  more  specific  «id  gives 

the  wrong  direction.  a  little  broader-based  denomination 

He  said,  however,  he  feels  there  is  process.  No  one  person  can  know 
strong  sentiment  across  the  conven-  everybody  in  the  convention.” 
tion  for  allowing  the  vice  presidents  an  Current  SBC  President  Bailey  E. 

active  role  in  the  process.  “I  think  the  Smith,  of  Del  City,  Okla. ,  who  voted  In 
people  want  that,”  he  said,  “but  they  favor  of  the  bylaw  revision,  said,  “The 
will  not,  I  believe,  make  the  president  change  was  not  directed  toward  me, 
the  chairman  of  a  nominating  commit-  and  I  do  not  feel  threatened  by  it.  I 

l®®.-  ’  think  it  is  an  effort  to  more  evenly  dis- 

Three  other  former  presidents,  tribute  the  power  of  appointment”  The  check  was  presented  to 

Thornton  and  the  mission  by  W.  E. 
Phillips  Jr.,  who  is  Jasper  County’s 
member  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Executive  Committee. 

‘‘They’re  growing  and  moving  right 
aWng,”  Phillips  said  of  the  growing, 
congregation.  “Just  this  week  they 
had  over  100  in  attendance  for  worship 
services.” 

The  donation  from  the  state  conven¬ 
tion  will  boost  an  $8,000  donation  by  the 
Jasper  County  Baptist  Association 
which  was  made  toward  the  construc¬ 
tion  at  the  Rose  Hill  site. 

Even  more  enthusiastic  than  the 
adult  members  are  the  children,  who 
are  active  in  RA  and  GA  activities.- 
i  The  mission  is  the  second  attempt  to 
establish  Baptist  worship  services  and 
Sunday  School  in  the  area,  Phillips 
said.  The  previous  move,  matte  in  1958,  , 
established  Sunday  School  classes  in 
the  old  high  school  building  but  never 
established  a  church  The  work  was 
done  by  the  Louin  BapftiSi.  Church. 


Phillips  presents  check  to  Thornton. 


Mission’s  goal 
is  to  become 
a  church 


The  Royal  Ambassador  Con¬ 
gress,  April  17-28  at  Mississippi 
College,  Clinton,  will  feature 
Jerry  Clower.  This  is  for  R.A. 
boys  in  grades  1-12  and  their  lead¬ 
ers.  Phone  968-3984  for  details. 


dent,  as  chairman,  and  the  two  vice 
presidents.” 

B.  Conrad  Johnston,  an  Executive 
Committee  member  from  Salem,  Va., 
proposed  the  change,  asking  simply 
that  “in  conference  with”  be  deleted 
and  the  word  "and”  be  substituted  for 
them.  The  subsequent  revision  was 
fashioned  by  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee’s  bylaws  workgroup. 

Johnston’s  suggested  change  in 
Bylaw  21  followed  criticism  of  the  ap- 


case;  a  trial  was  scheduled  for  early  sources,  scheduling,  local  production, 

resources,  publications,  equipment, 
and  objectives  of  churches'  individual 
ministries. 

First  Church,  Yazoo  City,  airs  2214 
hours  per  week  through  the  local  cable 
station,  including  3  hours  and  45  mi¬ 
nutes  produced  by  the  church. 

For  more  information  on  the  meet- 
WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  President  ing,  phone  the  church  at  748-4271. 
Reagan  has  removed  restrictions  on 
temperatures  in  public  buildings,  in¬ 
cluding  churches. 

In  a  presidential  proclamation 
which  took  effect  immediately,  the 
president  declared:  5 

.“Although  restrictions  an  building 
temperatures  may  result  in  reduced 
consumption  of  fuel,  I  have  concluded 
that  the  regulatory  scheme  designed  The  Grasshopper  Opera  by  Innes 
to  accomplish  that  objective  imposed  Randolph  and  Joseph  W.  Clokey  will 
an  excessive  regulatory  burden  and  be  one  of  many  special  features  in- 
that  voluntary  restraint  and  market  eluded  in  the  program  of  three  senior 
incentives  will  achieve  substantially  adult  retreats  at  Gulfshore  this  sum- 
the  same  benefit  without  the  regulat-  mer. 

ory  cost.”  Jimmy  Cutrell,  minister  of  music, 

First  Baptist  Church,  Gulfport,  will 
Reagan’s  action  canceled  previous  conduct  this  opera  using  talent  from 
moves  by  former  president  Jimmy  his  church  and  the  Gulf  Coast  area. 
Carter  requiring  temperature  controls  This  will  be  presented  on  Thursday 
to  ssve.fuel  Originally  imposed  in  night  of  each  of  three  senior  adult  re- 
July  1979,  the  restrictions  would  have  -treats,  May  18-22,  May  25-29,  and  Au- 
remalned  in  effect  until  Oct.  16.  gust  17-21.  Cutrell  will  serve  as  minis- 

ter  of  music  for  one  of  these  retreats  in 
Drama  conference  addition  to  his  duties  in  each  of  the 

,  ,  other  two. 

tO  be  Staged  at  The  presentation  of  this  “fun  time” 

r»-j  t  .  musical  will  be  a  part  of  the  coronation 

luagecrest  Center  ceremony  for  the  retreat  King  and 

Queen:  These  individuals  will  be 
elected  by  popular  vote  earlier  in  the 
RIDGECREST,  N.  C.  —  Confer-  week  and  will  be  presented  with  ap- 
^^^^^^^^pagpefryand  com-  propriate  fanfare  firing  fellowship 

*  ifp  Drama  CStofiWrtofLifct#  >  Ah’ifariy’bird  special  for  each  of 

Ridgecrest  (N.C.)BaptistConference  these' sessions  in  the  auditorium  will 
Center  June  27  -  June  3.  feature  door  prizes  for  persons 

Ragan  Courtney ,  a  Southern  Baptist  selected  at  random  from  among  those 

actor,  director,  poet  and  playwright^  who  are  present  for  services  15  mi- 
will  be  the  special  guest  artist  for  the  nutes  in  advance  of  announced  start- 
week;  Raymond  Bailey,  who  teaches  ing  time.  Registration  gifts  of  a  note 
preaching  arid  drama  at  The  Southern  pad  and  tote  bag  are  alw  planned. 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Louis-  These  will  be  available  only  to  those 
ville,Ky.,willserveasworshipleader.  who  register  far  the  retreats. 


Keagan  removes 
temperature  law 


Senior  adults 
to  hear  ^  vbe'Vdc  i>$ 

“Grasshopper 


■ox  extricate  themselves  —  and  die  tike  their  congressmen  and  senators  ask- 

Idleness,  ac-  worms  run  over  in  the  street.”  ing  that  the  quotas  of  Cambodians  al- 

i  for  a  terrible  Worse  still,  the  future  for  many  re-  lowed  to  enter  the  country' be  raised, 
re,  remains  a  fugees  is  just  as  bleak  he  said.  They  I’ve  had  wonderful  success  wit!)  my 

Indochinese  have  three  prospects:  remain  in  the  own  congressman,”  he  reported, 

jee  camps,  re-  campus  with  no  freedom  and  nothing  “Maybe  these  little  pieces  of  paper 

t  who  recently  to  occupy  their  time,  return  to  their  (letters)  will  add  up  and  break  the 

service  in  the  strife-torn  homelands  and  face  fight-  dam  of  bureaucracy.” 

ing  and  hunger  again  or  seek  passage  But  even  with  present  quotas,  the 
interfaith  wit-  to  othqr  countries.  number  of  Indochinese  refugees  which 

BC  Home  Mis-  The  third  option  is  most  promising  the  SBC  can  bring  into  the  United 
nonth  leave  of  yet  extremely  arduous,  he  noted.  States  is  limited  only  by  the  “capacity 

land.  Hespent  .  “These  people  write  and.write  and  of  Southern  Baptists' hearts, ’’claimed 
.jg  with  SBC  write”  asking  permission  to  enter  Rawly  Cash,  director  of  SBC  refugee 

n  the  Mgirut *  other  countries,  Sheridan  said.  “Then  settlement, 

n  corner  of  the  one  day,  a  list  is  posted  on  the  wall  or  He  said  the  goMmment  will  allow 
names  are  called  on-  a  loud  speaker,  immigration  of  14,000  Indochinese  re- 

f  the  refugee  announcing  the  people  who  can  go  fugees  per  month,  adding  Americans 

ajor  problem,  elsewhere.  When  their  names  are  not  “are  not  coming  near  that” 

now  been  re-  on  (he  lists,  it  crushes  them.”  Cash  urged  Southern  Baptists  to 

idleness.”  Re-  Of  Cambodians,  Laotians  and  Viet-  support  Sheridan  in  his  project  to 
:iose  quarters  namese  seeking  to  immigrate  to  the  sponsor  five  families  and  to  take  the 

hailand ;  they  United  States,  Laotians  and  Viet-  initiative  in  sponsoring  refugees  oo 

sit  no  work  or  namese  have  the  highest  priority  be- '  their  own. 

cause  of  their  countries’  relationships  -  For  more  information  about  refugee 
remefrk'-'T  the  to  the  United  States  in  the  Vietnamese  sponsorship,  contact  Cash  at  the  SBC 

»-  the  future,  -  »»«,.  *  '  .  . -vl  rRfefugee  Resettiement  Office,  2715 

ghts  are  grim.  Almost  any  Vietnamese  or  Laotians^:  Peachtree  Rd.,  NE,  Atlanta,  Ga.  30305, 
tlement  and  who  want  it  can  eventually  get  here,”  or  Richard  Alford,  language  missions 

replaced  the  Sheridan  said,  “but  Cambodians  have 
er  as  primary  little  hope.  There’s  only  a  slim  chance 
s  of  refugees  if  they  have  families  already  here  or  if 

ps,  Sheridan  they  work  for  Americans,” 

Out  of  his  experience,  Sheridan  has 
lost  half  the  resolved  tor  help  five  Cambodian 
ears  ago,”  he  families  come  to  the  United  States, 
friends  and  even  though  he  will  have  to  have  help 
ed  and  assas-  sponsoring  that  many  people, 
ed  people  fall  He  urged  other  Baptists  to  sponsor 
they  couldn't  Indochinese  refugees  and  to  write 


Witnessing 
planned  * 
for  N.O.  SBC 


Pastors,  wives 
retreat  set 

The  pastors  and  wives  retreat 
at  Camp  Zion,  Myrtle,  is  set  for 
April  27-29  with  James  Smith,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Brotherhood  Commission  as  fea¬ 
tured  speaker.  Phone  988-3905  for 
details. 


NOW  AVAILABLE  TO  AGES  AND  OVER 
Guaranteed  Issue 
Immediate  Coverage 
Pre-existing  conditions  covered 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

(Poticy  Form  490/ 

Help*  pay  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pny  far  hospital  confinement. 
Additional  benefits  may  be  added  for 

>  •Physicians  and  Surgeons  expense  benefits 
in  or  out  of  Hospital  <t  i»> 

•Nurse  •Skill  Nursing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 

_  i  men, 

•Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home  ,t-n, 

e  Cancer  Coverage  Available 

For  Full  Information*? 2L VS#  coupon  and  Mail  To: 

Equitable  Life  and  Casualty  Insurance  Co. 

E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance  Agency 
7  P-  o.  Box  20857  Jackson,  MS  39209 

Phone  (601)  924-2740 

Name _ _ _ L _ Age _ 


Religious  leaders  plan 
Domestic  Disaster  Seminar 


The  inter -denominational  Missis-  the  religious  community-have.been  or 
sippi  Religious  Leadership  Confer-  will  be  touched  by  natural  disaster  dt- 
ence  is  sponsoring  a  Domestic  Disas-  rectly  or  indirectly.  One  of  the  best 
ter  Seminar  April  28  and  29  for  clergy  tools  for  preparedness  is  knowledge, 
and  lay  leadership  throughout  the  an  understanding  of  what  happens 
state.  after  a  disaster  has  occurred.” 

The  seminar,  to  be  held  at  Gray  Re-  Presen  tors  will  include  represen  ta- 

treat  Center  in  Canton,  Is  designed  to  lives  of  the  Domestic  Disaster  Office 
be  an  orientation  to  the  resources  that  of  Church  World  Service,  the  Ameri- 
are  available  at  the  time  of  a  disaster  can  Red  Cross,  the  State  Government 
according  to  William  P.  Davis,  execu-  -  <?.  'Mississippi,  the  office  of.  the 
five  director  of  the  Leadership  Confer-’  F.E.M.A. ,  and  the  M.R.L.C.  Individu- 
ence.  There  will  be  three  major  areas  als  completing  the  course  will  be  given 
covered  during  the  lWwur  course:  re-  a  certificate  issued  jointly  by  Church 
sources  available  through  the  gov-  World  Service,  the  American  Red 
eminent  (local,  state,  federal);  re-  Cross,  and  the  Federal  Emergency 
sources  available  through  the  Red  Management  Agency. 

Cross;  and  the  function  of  the  religious  The  course  will  begin  at  10:15  a.m. 
community  in  the  various  phases  of  on  Tuesday,  April  28,  and  end  at-Sp.m. 

recovery  on  Wednesday,  April  29.  Cost  will  be 

April  lttl  marks  the  second  year  $45.00.  This  includes  overnight  ac- 
anniversary  of  the  Easter  Flood  of  commodations  and  five  meals. 

107$.  April  Is  the  18-month  anniversary  To  register  far  this  seminar,  send 

-of  Hurricane  Frederick.  This  type  of  $25.00  to  the  M  R.L.C.,  P.O.  Box  22503, 
year  has  seen  major  floods  in  Colum-  Jackson,  MS  39205.  (Make  check  psy¬ 
llia  and  Hattiesburg,  and  tornadoes  in  able  to  M.R.L.C.)  This  seminar  will  be 

'limited  to  fifty  participants,  so.early 
registration  is  advisable. 


1 ,000. mpre  i., — The  convention. 

Herrod  said  he  would  (resent  a  re¬ 
solution  at  the  1901  convention  in  Los 
Angeles  to  gain  official  support.  He 
said  SBC  President  Bailey  Smith  has 
written  bim  pledging  enthusiastic 
support. 


Major  General  Alton  Harvey  has  bean 
nemed  the  new  dean  ot  the  Mississippi: 
College  School  ot  Law.  The  Me  Comb  net 
live  and  hit  wife  Donna  have  one  daugh¬ 
ter  ■ 


Some  things  are  truly  sad,  and 
others  are  sadly  true. 

B  'tis  Nias  to  be  ignorant,  some  folks 
should  be  blistered  all  over. 


Street. 


Phone 


No  claim  forms  needed  —  bills  only. 


if  those  in 


Beth  Kolb,  Brazil,  Mississippi  College 


PAGE  4  BAPTIST  RECORD 

Thursday,  April  18,  M§1 


TOE  He  «  EI4EM*-  4I4TTJS-* 


OFFICIAL  JOURNAL  Of  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 

Editorials 


Who  are  the  dead?  ... 

We  must  tell  of  the  resurrection 


it  difficult  to  continue  in  that  tradition,  meet  the  need. 

Perhaps,  as  the  case  was  with  the  There  may  be  those  who  have  cause 
women  on  that  day,  we  find  it  bard  to  to  wonder  if  we  are  the  dead.  We  are 
believe  that  the  Lord  has  risen  indeed .  not.  We  are  alive,  as  He  is  alive;  and 
We  say  we  believe,  and  surely  we  do.  because  He  is  alive,  we  will  live 
We  don't  put  forth  a  great  deal  of  effort  forevermore, 
to  explain  this  belief  to  others,  how¬ 
ever.  It  was  a  long  time  ago,  and  many  As  did  the  women  on  that  morning, 

books  have  been  written  about  the  we  need  to  be  spreading  the  Word, 
matter.  Surely  the  word  has  gotten  There  are  hundreds  of  thousands  right 
around  by  how,  and  everybody  can  around  us  who  have  not  paused  to  give 
'make  up  this  own  mind.  This  may  be  thought  to  the  resurrection  as  yet, 
the  rationale  that  we  have  adopted  un-  They  never  will  be  if  we  don’t  bring  it 
consciously,  but  it  is  not  enough  to  to  their  attention. 


We  don’t  know  specifically  when  the 
resurrection  occured,  except  that  we 
know  it  was  on  the  first  day  of  the 
week.  Therefore  we  have  our  worship 
services  on  Sunday  to  commemorate 
the  resurrection.  And  we  have  chosen 
to  pay  particular  attention  to  the  re¬ 
surrection  on  one  day  out  of  the  year. 
This  year  that  day  is  April  19. 

That  fust  resurrection  morning  was 
The  angels  found  it  necessary  to  tell  characterized  by  the  fact  that  those 
the  women  not  to  be  amazed  that  the  who  first  were  made  aware  of  the  rev 
Lord  had  risen;  for,  indeed,  he  had  surrection  made  a  point  of  spreading 
said  that  he  would  rise  from  the  dead,  thegoodnewsof  its  happening.  We  find 


“Why  seek  ye  the  living  among  the 
dead?”  is  the  question  the  angels 
asked  the  women  at  the  empty  tomb  an 
resurrection  morning.  The  Gospel  of 
Luke  records  that  question,  and  other 
gospels  tell  us  more.  Mark’s  gospel 
notes  that  the  women  were  “affrigh¬ 
ted,  or  the  New  American  Standard 
Bible  uses  the  word  amazed. 


opinion 


What  is  Easter? 


A  sprig  of  hope 


palm  and  pulsated  with  heartbeats  of 
rapidity  as  a  wet  cheek  touched  her 
breast.  Little  did  a  simple  dove  know 
what  divinity  had  done  for  humanity. 
You  see,  it  was  more  than  an  olive  leaf 
freshly  plucked.  It  was  a  ‘sprig  of 
hope’  riding  in  an  old  rough  ship- 
riding  the  turbulent  waters  of  chaos, 
communicating  a  message:  the  great 
‘I  Am’  still  is  and  always  will  be  ‘the 
same  yesterday,  today,  and  forev¬ 
er.’  ” 

Then  the  preacher  quoted  Frederick 
Buechner  who  jpid,  “Noah  looked  like 
a  fool  in  tyg  ‘faith,  but  he  saved  the 
world  from  drowning,  and  we  must  not 
forget  the  one  whom  Noah 
foreshadowed  and  who  also  looked  like 
a  fool  spread-eagled  up  there,  cross¬ 
eyed  with  pain,  but  who  also  saved  the 
world  from  drowning.” 

A  sprig  of  hope  was  offered  the  world 
when  a  garden  tomb  was  found  empty, 
and  an  angel  announced,  “He  is  ri¬ 
sen.” 

Dr.  McGregor  pointed  out  that  the 
sprig  of  hope  crossed  from  one  conti¬ 
nent  to  another,  and  appeared  in 
amazing  places— in  Rhode  Island,  in 
Georgia,  in  Mississippi — and  given 
strange  expression — “a  few  churches, 
grains  in  ‘a  rope  of  sand,’  a  struggling 
convention,  and  an  agrarian  campus 
populate^  by  and  cattle.’?  ’ 

He  described  tfie'fftodern  Village 


gospel  accounts  of  the  death,  burial,  Easter  can  also  be  a  special  time  of  Clear  and  sweet  as  a  note 
and  resurrection  of  Christ.  Your  child  sharing  with  others.  Your  child  would  df  a  flute 
may  ask  many  questions ;  be  prepared  enjoy  making  an  Easter  card,  baking  1  have  known  the  souna 
to  give  answers  that  are  direct,  honest,  cookies ,  or  taking  a  pot  of  E  as  ter  lill  ies  af  birds  at  early  dawn 
and  biblically  accurate.  Don’t  teach  to  a  shut-in  or  lonely  relative.  When  God  is  making  mon 

him  something  he  will  have  to  unlearn  R  „r„ntiv(,  with  a  little  extra  L*!?Ve 

toe  spirit  of  rejoicmg  from  the  adults  ^  Eas{gr  is  much  more  than  new  —Helen  Mo 

who  teach  them.  „aa  hunt  nr  the  Raster 


By  Kathy  Morgan  history  of  some  of  the  secular  Easter 

“Mommy,  what  is  Easter?”  Have  traditions.  For  example,  did  you  know 
you  answered  that  question  this  year?  that  the  very  name  Easter  is  taken 
Yes,  you  have,  whether  you  realize  it  from  the  pagan  goddess  of  spring, 
or  not.  Even  though  Easter  may  not  Eastre?  An  encyclopedia  will  reveal 
have  been  a  topic  of  conversation  at  that  many  Of  our  time-honored  tradi- 
your  home,  you  have  conveyed  your  tions  —  including  bunnies  and  eggs  — 
convictions  through  your  -daily  ac-  had  their  origins  in  spring  festivals 
tions,  attitudes,,  and  priorities.  Re-  and  have  no  connection  with  the  Chris- 
member  the  old  axiom;  “Religion  is  ban's  celebration  of  the  resurrection 
CAUGHT  as  well  as  TAUGHT,”  Amid  of  Jesus  Christ  Of  course  we  can  dye 
the  excitement  of  new  Easter  clothes  eggs,  color  bunnies ;  and  enjoy  the  fun 
and  the  Easter  bunny,  we  must  make  a  and  fantasy  of  these  traditions,  but  we 

concerted  effort  to  teach  our  children  must  put  these  things  in  perspective 
more  than  materialism  and  fantasy,  with  the  true  meaning  of  Easter. 

We  must  teach  them  scriptural  truth.  That  brings  us  to  suggestion  No.  27 
Here  are  a  few  practical  suggestions:  read  Matthew  28-28,  Mark  14-16,  Luke 
First,  familiarize  yourself  with  the  22-24,  John  18-21.  Prayerfully  study  the 


In  1972  we  moved  to  Clinton.  That 
fall  I  began  teaching  a  class  of  fifth 
grade  girls  in  Sunday  School  at  Morri¬ 
son  Heights  Church.  One  of  them  was 
India,  age  10,  dark-haired,  pert, 
energetic,  full  of  fun  and  laughter.  “I 
live  at  the  Children’s  Village,”  shetpld 
me.  “I’m  the  Nunnerys’  daughter.” 
She  proudly  added,  “They  adopted 
me.”  After  that  year  I  only  saw  her  at  a 
distance  in  church  or  heard  her  sing¬ 
ing  with  “The  Villagers”  songs  like 
“I’ll  Tell  the  WorldThat  I’m  A  Christ¬ 
ian,”  but  I  never  forgot  the  pretty  ten- 
year-old  and  her  friendly,  spritely 
manner.  When  on  the  morning  of  Sept. 
2, 1980, 1  heard  that  India  at  18  had  died 
in  an  automobile  accident,  I  was  filled 
with  disbelief,  and  sadness. 

Trustees  voted  to  name  the  Jackson 
campus  of  Baptist  Children^  Village 
for  her;  on  March  31  I  attended  the 
Christ,  let  us  seek  to  control  hearts,  for  lovelyservice  at  Powell  Chapel  in 
only  He  can  give  them  anew.  “  J*  Nunnery  Campus  was 

dedicated,  and  a  portrait  of  India  was 
The  Reminder,  McCool  Baptist  wuiveiled.  Dr.  Kermit  McGregor,  my 
Church,  April  1, 1981,  Calvin  Kelly  pastor  and  the  Nunnerys’  pastor,  gave 

the  dedicatory  address.  As  he  talked,  I 
thought,  “What  is  this  service  but  an 

_ v_  Easter  service,  and  this  message  but 

an  Easter  message?” 

“The  sun  was  shining  brightly,”  Dr. 
,  a  «  McGregor  said.  “Not  a  cloud  was  drift- 

M '  ^  ??'  t  ingt,  iky.  God  was  in  His  heavOn. 

^  y  y  ■  But  all  was  not  right  with  the  world. 

The  created  had  forgotten  the  Creator, 
when  history  reaches  its  goal.  and  minds  were  capsuled  with  wic- 

Eschatology  (Greek  for  the  doctrine  kedness.  Yet,  grace  and  faith  pro¬ 
of  last  things)  is  the  biblical  view  of  duced  a  work  that  found  an  ordinary 
history  in  which  it  is  seen  as  having  a  man  building  an  ark  of  safety  for  the 
goal.  This  view  contrasts  with  other  coming  storm, 
views  of  history.  The  cyclic  view,  held  “What  angina  pains  for  stubborn 
by  ancient  people  and  many  today,  is  men!  What  pathetic  pleas  for  scoffing 
one  in  which  history  is  thought  to  neighbors!  What  nauseating  trauma 
travel  in  a  circle  or  cycle,  ever  doomed  to  think  of  sinking  children ! 
to  repeat  itself.  In  this  view,  each  gen-  “Then  after  many  days,  Noah 
eration  will  appear  again  and  again,  in  opened  the  window  and  encouraged  a 
,  pyctys -repeated  indefinitely  In  the  dove  to  search  for  a;v expression  uHVt: 
'  terminal  vTetf,  history  is  expected  and  libei-H.  'J’pward  evening 
merely  to  stop  when  it  has  run  itself  the  dove  deposited  her  delicate,  sCar- 
down.  Opposite  to  this  pessimistic  let  feet  on  the  calluses  of  a  waiting 
view  is  the  optimistic  one  which  sees 
history  as  progressing  under  its  own 
force  toward  some  Utopia  or  perfec¬ 
tion.  These  last  mentioned  views  are 
not  biblical. 

In  the  Bible,  God  is  seen  to  have 
started  history  on  its  course,  and  he  is 
seen  to  be  moving  it  towards  its  goal. 

At  its  goal  all  men  will  appear  for  the 
final  judgment.  Two  destinies  await 
men.  For  some  it  will  be  separation 
from  God,  a  living  death.  For  others  it 
will  be  life  in  fellowship  with  God. 

Neither  fate  is  imposed  upon  man.  He 
is  offered  life  with  God  and  it  becomes 
his  only  as  he  by  faith'  is  willing  to  re¬ 
ceive  it. 


opinion 


Gun  control  or  heart  control? 


The  assassination  attempt  of  Presi-  live  a  public  or  political  life  and  be  safe  trol  laws  in  our  nation.  They  maintain 

dent  Reagan  has  shocked  Americans  from  those  who  would  seek  to  take  our  that  easy  access  to  handguns  only  en- 

and  left  many  of  them  angry  and  frus-  lives?  The  fact  that  Americans  are  be-  courages  violence  in  the  streets, 

trated.  We  are  certainly  grateful  to  the  coming  more  and  more  fed  up  with  Others  disagree,  rebutting  with  the 

Lord  fdf  sparing  his  lif  e  and  for  help'  crime  is  indicated  by  the  recent  cover  argument  that  a  criminal  will  get  a 

tag  in  the  improved  of  the  story  feature  in’  Time  magazine,  gun  for  his  purpose,  even  if  it  is  not 

other  three  who  were  injured  in  the  Thousands  of  Americans  are  arming  legally  acquired, 

shooting  themselves  with  pistols  in  order  to  pro-  Legislation  may  or  may  not  help  the 

tect  themselves,  an]  those  they  love,  situation  which  we  are  currently  ex- 
For  many  of  us,  the  feeling  of  relief  from  possible  assailants.  perienctag  in  our  country.  None  of  us 

over  the  failure  of  the  attempted  mur-  knows  for  sure.  What  we  can  be  sure  of 

das  is  short  lived,  however.  We  are  The  action  of  the  attempted  assassi-  js  this:  treating  the  symptom  has 
beginning  to  wonder  anew  if  any ’of  us  nation  has  served  as  “ammunition”  never  cured  a  single  disease,  including 

is  safe  in  the  streets.  Is  it  impossible  to  for  those  who  advocate  stiffer  gun  cc*v  the  disease  of  violence.  Its  cure  will 


Faith  seeking  understanding.  .  . 

What  do  we  bel  iev*  about  w^ 


“body.” 

The  nature  of  the  resurrection  body 
is  not  made  clear  to  us.  It  will  be  body, 
yet  it  will  be  suited  to  the  life  to  come. 
(Matt.  22:2333;  I  Cor.  15:35-58).  Even 
in  this  life  we  recognize  that  which  we 
call  body  but  which  is  not  constituted 
of  any  given  combination  of  atoms. 
The  body  continues  through  this  life 
even  though  its  atomic  substance  is 
constantly  changing.  This  does  not 

survive  deamevl^though  the  atomic 
substance  goes  back  to  dust.  It  may 
help,  however,  to  realize  that  we  live  in 
the  presence  of  a  mystery,  that  of  a 
body  that  is  not  hound  to  any  particu¬ 
lar  material  substance. 

But  again,  Christian  faith  in  resur¬ 
rection  is  not  based  on  logic.  It  is 
grounded  on  the  belief  that  Jesus 
Christ  arose  from  the  dead  and  that  He 
will  raise  us  together  with  Himself. 

The  goal  of  history  -  * 

Throughout  the  Bible  is  the  assur¬ 
ance  that  history  under  God  is  being 
moved  to  a  goal.  On  the  negative  side, 
this  goal  is  judgment.  On  the  positive 
side  it  is  redemption.  Although  judg¬ 
ment  and  salvation  begin  in  this  life, 
the  consummation  of  each  will  come 


one’s  best,  he  wants  for  himself  life 
beyond  the  grave,  but  he  wants  it  far 
his  loved  one  yet  more. 

The  ground  of  Christian  hope 

The  Christian's  confidence  in  life  to 
come  is  grounded  in  his  confidence  in 
the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  Paul 
made  his  faith  stand  or  fall  with  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  saying. 

"If  Christ  has  not  been  raised,  then  is 
our  preacfaing.vata,  your  faith  also  is 
vain.”  (1  (Cor.  is  ui^i-^gi,  there 
-Z*  ~  O_  .^«t»for  a  life  to 

come,  Newrestament  faith  is  not 
based  on  these  arguments.  The  ear¬ 
liest  Christians  believed  in  resurrec¬ 
tion  because  they  believed  that  Jesus 
Christ  arose  from  the  dead. 

The  basic  function  of  the  apostles 
was  to  bear  witness  to  Jesus  Christ, 
both  as  to  his  earthly  life  and  ministry 
and  as  to  His  resurrection.  (Acts  1:21 
f.)  Paul  declared  that  Christ  died,  was 
buried,  arose  on  the  third  day,  and  ap¬ 
peared  to  Cephas  ( Peter) ;  the  twelve 
apostles;  to  more  than  five  hundred 
brethren  at  one  time.  Of  whom  the 
most  were  yet  living  as  Paul  wrote ;  to 
James,  and  to  himself.  (I  Cor.  15:3-8). 

Resarrectioa,  not  Immortality 

The  biblical  doctrine  is  not  that  of 
immortality  of  soul  but  resurrection  of 
the  person.  Immortality  of  soul  is  an 
ancient  and  widely  held  doctrine,  but  it 
falls  far  short  of  the  biblical  doctrine  of 
resurrection.  In  the  doctrine  of  (mor¬ 
tality,  the  soul  is  seen  as  the  essential 
self,  the  body  being  its  prison  or  tomb. 

In  this  view,  death  is  the  friend  which 
frees  soul  from  body  that  it  may  go 
back  to  its  true  world  of  spirit. 

The  biblical  doctrine  of  resurrection 
holds  that  the  whole  man  is  God’s  crea- 
tkm  and  the  whale  maw  is  th«h8bt«ctqf  April  is  the  month  for  the  drive-in 

redemption.  Resurrection  includes  movie  to  open  *s£ji)«sr  -- 

body;  immortality  Is  a  doctrine  which  This  is  one  of  the  most  degrading 
has  no  necessary  interest  in  the  body,  places  In  our  county  that  our  youth 

In  the  Bible,  body  is  seen  as  essential  could  go. 

to  personal  selfhood.  »  They  hardly  ever  show  a  movie  that 

What  Paul  claims  is  not  that  he  sim-  is  decent  for  these  young  people  to  sit 

ply  had  a  sense  of  the  presence  of  the  and  watch, 
risen  Christ.  He  speaks  of  appear-  It  is  so  close  to  our  church  that  often 

ances  which  he  names  and  numbers,  on  Sunday  night  when  we  go  to  church 
When  he  says,  “and  last  to  me  also”  (I  cars  are  lined  up  nearly  to  the  church 
Cor.  15:8),  he  meant  more  than  the  waiting  to  get  in  the  movie, 
sense  of  Christ's  presence  as  it  can  be  Sometime  ago  our  church  people 
known  to  any  of  us  today.  Paul  refer-  tried  to  get  the  management  to  wait 
red  to  a  bodily  resurrection.  To  say  until  after  church  to  open  and  to  show 
“bodily”  resurrection  is  redundant,  as  decent  films.  This  was  all  to  no  avail, 
it  is  to  say  “widow  woman.”  To  say  I  have  grandchildren  growing  up. 


By  Frank  Stagg 
(Last  sf  series) 

Christian  faith  looks  confidently  to 
Life  beyond  the  grave.  This  faith  is  not 
born  of  weakness,  cowardice,  or  self 

■  ishness.  It  is  pre¬ 
cisely  when  man  is 
at  his  best  that  he 
finds  this  expecta¬ 
tion  most  necessary 
and  most  confident. 
When  man  is  at,  his 
world,  be  cares  lit¬ 
tle  about  life  now  or 
later.  At  his 
Stagg,  strongest  he  senses 
the  need  of  lifdfar  beyond  the  dimen¬ 
sions  of  this  one  mall  that  is  latent  and 
potential  within  him  is  to  be  brought  to 
fulfillment. 

Concern  for  life  beyond  the  grave  is 
not  selfish.  The  late  Principal  John 
Baillle  observed  that  in  certain  moods 
one  may  say  that  he  does  not  care 
whether  death  be  the  end  of  himself  or 
not,  but  one  would  not  stand  by  the 
grave  of  a  loved  one  and  say  that  he 
cares  not  if  that  be  the  end  of  him  or  not 
(And  the  life  Everlasting,  p.  53).  At 


Mississippi  Baptist  Activities 

20-24  Baptist  Doctrine  Study  (CT  Emphasis) 

20-21  Secretaries’  Conference;  Baptist  Building,  Jackson; 

12:30  p.m.,  20th  - 11:45  a  m.,  21st  (CAPM) 

24  Median  Adult  Sunday  3chool  Leadership  Workshop ;  FBC, 
Laurel;  6:30  - 10  p.m.  (SS) 

24-25  Drama  Festival ;  Parkway  BC,  Jackson ;  6  p.m. ,  24th  - 
12:30  p.m.,  25th  (CT) 

24-25  GA  Mother/ Daughter  Weekend;  Camp  Garaywa,  Clin¬ 
ton;  4  p.m.,  24th  -  Noon,  25th  (WMU) 


Letters  To  The  Editor 


Name  withheld  by  editor 

lurch  directory  problems 


■HHj 


Thompsons  reach  half-way 
thru  mission  vear  in  Israel 


Lg  missions  tour 
ecomes  “Global 


"reasurer;  and  Robert  L.  Hamblin,  teer  organization  which  seeks  to  sup- 
lew  Orleans,  la.,  Chaplain.  The  of-  port  and  complement  mission  and  re¬ 
ices  for  Global  Outreach  are  located  lief  work  around  the  world  All  dona- 
t  1413  West  Main,  Tupelo,  and  the  tions  to  Global  Outreach  go  directly  to 
nailing  address  is  P.  0.  Box  1,  Tupelo,  the  mission  field  because  of  a  suppor- 
dississippi  33801.  foundation  established  by  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  L.  D.  Hancock  of  Tupelo  which 
Global  Outreach  is  a  private  volun-  pays  administration  cast. 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Ag¬ 
ricultural  Missions  Foundation  voted 
at  its  March  meeting  to  change  the 
name  to  “Global  Outreach  Founda¬ 
tion  Limited.” 


And  when  asked  why  they  wanted  to 
serve  as  missionaries  in  a  place  as  far 
away  as  Tel  Aviv,  leaving  their  family 
and  friends  behind  for  an  entire  year, 
they  answered  in  typical  Thompson 
fashion,  ‘  ‘because  we  love  Jesus  Christ 
and  people.” 

The  Thompsons’  church  member-  197®  by  a  group  of  agriculturally 
ship  in  Mississippi  is  with  First  Baptist  oriented  lay  people  who  were  in- 
Church  in  Bay  St.  Louis.  forested  in  becoming  involved  in  spe- 

(Grace  Gibson  is  church  clerk  at  cial  projects  with  agricultural  mis- 
First,  Church,  Bay  St.  Louis.)  sionanes.  It  has  since  grown  and  ex- 

__  panded  its  support  and  involvement  in 

r  I  'L 1  „  L-  tYI  1°  include  all  phases  of  world 

J.  Illlllv  lliCI  JiCI  hunger,  nutrition,  medical  and  dental 

help,  technical  assistance,  community 
(Continued  from  page  1)  development,  and  evangelization. 


By  Grace  Gibson  ‘  been  for  warm  winter  clothing,  includ- 
April  is  a  special  month  for  Marie  ing  “long  Johns,”  during  the  cold 
and  Thompson  Dewitt  Thompson  of  weather  over  there.  However,  she  re- 
Bay  St.  Louis.  They  will  celebrate  cently  wrote  that  Dewitt  has  already 
their  40jh  wedding  anniversary  in  Tel  begun  a  vegetable  garden. 

Aviv,  Israel,  and  during  the  first  week  When  asked  last  October  if  they  we- 

of  the  month  they  reached  themid-way  ren’t  concerned  about  going  to  Israel 
point  in  their  year-long  tour  of  volun-  with  all  the  trouble  then  being  experi- 
teer  service  as  missionaries  to  that  enced  in  that  part  of  the  world,  they 
country.  replied  that  they  would  “be  just  as 

Dewitt’s  official  title  in  the  Baptist  close  tp  heaven  over  there  as  over 
Mobil  Village,  a  camp  for  English-  here"  and  that  the  Lord  would  look 
speakingpeople,is“dietician,”buthis  after  them  in  either  place, 
duties,  and  Marie’s,  include  much  ST" 


“train  men  and  women  for  the  Christ¬ 
ian  ministry.” 

Rivera  said  the  seminary  affiliation 
would  give  the  institute  the  immediate 
theological  credibility.  “We  also  feel,” 
Rivera  said,  “the  Hispanic  population 
of  our  state  is  growing  to  such  a  degree 
that  Hispanics  are  going  to  be  looking 
to  our  Baptist  institutions  for  this  kind 
of  preparation.” 

Elder  agreed  with  Rivera  by  saying, 
“There  is  a  great  need  for  trained  His¬ 
panic  leadership  and  the  seminary 
wants  to  make  every  effort  to  move 
forward  in  this  effort.  One  way  to  do 
this,”  he‘saicTr“is  the  possibility  of 
combining  our  strengths  and  pur¬ 
poses.” 

Southwestern  President  Russell 
Dilday  said  he  is  “very  excited  about 
the  challenging  possibilities  in  the 
area”  of  the  seminary  and  institute 
working  together. 

Charles  McLaughlin,  director  of  the 
BGCT  State  Missions  Commission, 
said,”  Hispanics  are  in  the  heart  and 
life  of  Baptist  mission  efforts,  and  such 
a  relationship  (between  the  institu¬ 
tions)  would  help  train  Hispanics  for 
the  work  of  our  Lord.” 


Global  Outreach  officers  for  1981  are,  left  to  right:  Billy  Haygood,  Tupelo, 
secretary-treasurer;  Robert  L.  Hamblin,  New  Orleans,  chaplain;  S.  B.  Platt,  III,  Col¬ 
umbus,  vice  president  and  chairman,  Board  of  Directors;  Owen  Cooper,  Yazoo  City, 
president. 


Having  been  assistant  service  man¬ 


ager  for  an  automobile  dealership  in 
New  Orleans  for  more  than  15  years, 
he  also  has  extensive  knowledge  and 
experience  in  auto  mechanics,  which 
is  undoubtedly  being  put  to  good  use  on 
the  mission  field. 

During  all  this  time,  Mrs.  Thompson 
has  taught  Sunday  School  classes  from 
nursery  to  senior  adults;  has  assisted 
her  husband  when  possible;  and  both 
of  them  taught  English  as  a  second 
language  in  Baptist  and  in  Catholic 
schools  in  California. 

Parents  of  six  children,  they  are  also 
foster  parents  to  38  others.  Steven, 
their  youngest  at  13,  is  remaining  with 
his  Aunt  Ruth,  Mrs.  Thompson’s  sis¬ 
ter,  in  Bay  St.  Louis  while  his  parents 
answer  the  mission  call  in  Israel. 

The  Thompsons  carried  their  cam¬ 
era  and  plenty  of  film  with  them  when 
they  left  the  States  last  October,  but 
the  only  appliances  they  were  allowed 
to  ship  were  an  electric  blanket,  an 
iron  and  a  razor. 

In  some  of  the  letters  from  Israel 
during  these  past  six  months,  Marie 
has  mentioned  how  grateful  they  have 


Wallace  prays  that  assailant 
has  asked  God’s  forgiveness 


only  a  few  minutes  to  the  public  rela¬ 
tions  group  on  the  power  of  persuasion, 
then  answered  questions.  “There  is 
twinkling  of  any  eye  you  can  be  nothing  in  the  Bible  to  indicate  you  can 

get  in  heaven  by  hating  anyone  be¬ 
cause  of  race,  color,  creed  or  national 
origin.” 

Despite  the  attempt  on  his  own  life 
and  the  shooting  of  President  Ronald 
ftfeagan,  Wallace  would  not  speak  in 
favor  of  handgun  controls  because  be 
said  criminals  do  not  obey  regulations 
anyway.  He  did  say  if  something  had 

r _  _  been  done  100  years  ago  “to  stop'  the 

is  gone  forever.  Those  who  defended  proliferation  of  handguns  we  might  not 
the  old  way  thought  it  right,  but  were  have  the  problem  today.” 
mistaken,  he  said.  Wallace,  who  lives  in  constant  pain 

How  the  danger  of  rising  racism  is  from  his  injury,  stayed  on  stage  after 
not  in  overt  groups  like  the  Ku  Klux  his  address  to  listen  to  a  sermon  by 
Klan  and  the  American  Nazi  Party,  Emmanuel  McCall,  director  of  the 
but  “in  the  latent  racism  in  the  hearts  Black  church  relations  department  of 

of  people  who  do  not  have  the  saving  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 

‘grace  of  Jesus  Christ,”  he  said.  Board.  After  McCall  spoke  on  the  suf- 


B1RMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  —  “One  moment  you  are  in  perfectly 
George  Wallace,  treating  his  stage  as  good  health  and  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
a  pulpit,  told  a  racially  mixed  Baptist  eye  you  can  be  dead,”  he  said.  “In  the 
group  he  holds  no  animosity  toward  ... 

the  man  who  shot  him  nine  years  ago,  paralyzed.” 

eliding  his  national  political  career  “I  was  not  the  man  I  should  have 
and  putting  him  forever  in  a  wheel-  been,”  before  the  assassination  at- 
chair. 

“I  have  forgiven  him  and  prayed  to 
God  he  has  asked  forgiveness  for  him¬ 
self  because  you  cannot  enter  the 
kingdom  of  God  holding  animosity  to¬ 
ward  another  individual,”  said  Wal¬ 
lace,  wounded  in  Maryland  while 
campaigning  for  the  presidency. 

Wallace,  governor  of  Alabama  for 
five  years  before  he  was  shot,  or 
“standing  up”  as  he  said,  and  gover¬ 
nor  for.,  nearly  seven  years  “sitting 


Resignation 


(Continued  from  page  1) 

cially  to  new  drinkers.  Of  the  people 
who  start  drinking,  many  become  al¬ 
coholics.  I  cannot  be  a  part  of  that.  I 
could  not  live  with  myself  knowing  I 
was  a  part  of  it.” 

Kelly  joined  Bi-Lo  in  1956  as  office 
manager  after  having  been  a  partner 
in  an  Anderson.  S.C.,  public  account¬ 
ing  firm  for  11  years,  joining  the  chain 
Y-J -O  w»  It*  147  O  XT  h  ATI  AI*C  1“^  AQ  Vri  •  at  the  invitation  of  the  late  Frank  Out- 
J.  Cll  JV  W  Cl  y  11U11U1  O  JJCdl  U  o  law,  founder  and  former  president  of 
J  the  grocery  chain. 

o  A  . . . . W — -  Kelly  served  as  comptroller  and 

,  /  "V on  STaTT  then  secretary-treasurer,  becoming 

president  in  1975  when  Outlaw  died. 

Sunday  night  April  7  at  Parkway  During  Beard’s  tenure  as  educa-  The  Jackson  Daily  News  picked 
Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  Curtis  L.  tionaJLdirector,  Parkway’s  Sunday  up  the  story  and  wrote  an  editorial 

■lized  for  completion  School  grew  from  an  enrollment  of 
of  30  years  of  ser-  1,720  to  2.200.  Beard  estimates  that 
vice  as  a  staff  during  his  30  years  on  Parkway’s  staff 
member  at  Park-  he  has  probably  made  50,000  visits, 
way.  He  was  pre-  Feature  articles  telling  of  his  work 
sented  a  plaque  and  have  appeared  in  Church  Administra¬ 
te  was  announced  tion  magazine  and  other  convention 
that  Parkway’s  periodicals, 
original  building.  — — —  < 

now  known  as  the  Rome,  Italy  —  Almost  200  people  at- 
old  office  budding,  tended  a  concert  of  opera  and  chamber 
Heard  will  be  named  the  music  to  benefit  the  G.  B.  Taylor  Or- 
Beard  Building  in  his  honor.  A  portrait  phanage  and  Old  Folks  Home  in  Rome, 
of  him  will  be  placed  in  the  visitor’s  Singers  from  prestigious  opera  houses 
center  room  of  the  building.  in  Italy  performed  music  of  Verdi  and 

As  a  bank  teller  at  First  National  Puccini,  Neapolitan  songs  and  other 
Bank,  Beard  surrendered  to  God’s  call  popular  pieces.  At  the  end  of  the  per- 
to  full-time  Christian  service  and  be-  formance,  the  institute’s  director 
came  Parkway’s  Educational  Direc-  explained  the  work  of  the  orphanage 
tor  on  April  1, 1951.  He  served  as  edu-  and  senior  citizens'  home  and  invited 
cational  director  until  1970,  and  then  those  at  the  concert  to  attend  church 
became  minister  of  visitation  on  a  part  services  at  Centocelle  Baptist  Church, 

-time  basis.  For  the  past  four  years  he  which  meets  in  the  orphanage  chapel, 
has  been  serving  as  part  time  business  An  anonymous  donor  recently  gave 
administrator.  He  will  continue  in  this  the  orphanage  fcv.OOO  for  remodeling 

one  of  the  residences. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  OeWitt 
Thompson,  members  of  First  Church, 
Bay  St.  Lou's,  are  in  Israel  for  a  year  on 
volunteer  mission.  (Photo  courtesy  Sea 
Coast  Echo,  Bay  St.  Louis) 


ileulie 


Inner  city  pastor  says  he  feels  like 
“captain  of  disabled  submarine” 


Carolyn  Weatherford,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  SBC  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union,  also  addressed  the  group,  urg¬ 
ing  black  and  white  Baptists  to  join 
together  to  achieve  the  goals  of  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  Bold  Mission  Thrust  ef¬ 
fort  to  proclaim  the  gospel  to  every 
person  in  the  world  by  the  year  2000. 

She  said  Baptists  can  either  face 
openly  or  Ignore  their  differences,  hos¬ 
tilities  and  fears  of  change,  but  added : 
“Let  us  not  tolerate  the  spirit  that  if  we 
ignore  it  (the  problem),  it  will  go 
away.” 


matter  how  difficult  their  tasks, 
“God’s  grace  is  sufficient”  for  their 
needs. 

^  »«v  pi  Jhe  .cross  is  the  way  of 

that?”  '  • 

McCall  told  participants  God  has 
promised  to  give  them  enough  grace  to 
deal  with  their  needs. 

“He  does  not  give  us  more  than  we 
can  handle  at  one  time,  just  enough  for 
the  situation  at  hand,”  McCall  said. 
“And  just  when  that’s  about  to  run  out, 
he  sends  some  more.” 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  —  Being 
the  pastor  of  a  church  in  a  racially 
changing  and  econonically  depressed 
area  is  like  being  thg.ca»lauJ  n|*  dis- 


Irtprv  I  •  »  ‘  Tnner  city  church  says 

,  ZOU  ScllV 311 OH  Joe  Priest  Williams,  pastor  of  Bap- 

.  .1  tist  Tabernacle  in  Louisville,  Ky., 

commitments  in 

TJ  1  •  ,  J  ing  communities,  sponsored  by  the  de- 

xVODlSOIl  crusduc  partment  of  black  church  relation¬ 
ships  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Home 
Jim  Richardson,  crusade  director  Missions  Board, 
for  the  James  Robison  Evangelistic  “Being  the  pastor  of  such  a  church  is 

Association,  reported  a  total  of  1,250  much  like  being  the  captain  of  a  dis¬ 
people  made  salvation  commitments  abled  submarine  that  cruises  just 
to  Jesus  Christ  during  the  recent  below  the  Surface,  unable  to  make  it  to 
Jackson  crusade  service*  m  well  as  the  top. ,”  Williams  said,  —  ■ 

pre-crusade  eve*-  '  coimtetlhat.yi^HiaiSsTSHfctffor 

rally,  television  specials^ auu-p. aye  '-anYjrgant  zatkfrv  of ■* ighe tto  prophets” 
rally.  and  “Ghetto  theologians”  which  could 

John  Murphy  of  Jackson  served  as  help  pastors  of  churches  in  the  transi- 
chairman  of  the  local  crusade  execu-  tional  area  learn  from  each  other  and 
tive  committee.  share  common  problems  and  solu¬ 

tions. 

Baxter  Phillips,  pastor  of  79th  Street 
Baptist  Church  in  Miami,  told  the 
black  and  white  participants  they  need 
to  face  die  psychology  and  economics 
of  change,  adding  attitudes  and  money 
matters  are  both  obstacles  that  must 
be  overcome  if  churches  in  changing 
communities  are  to  succeed. 

Jean  Morton  of  Picayune,  a  member  He  said  members  of  his  church 
of  the  Technical  Advisory  Board  of  the  threatened  to  leave  if  blacks  were  al- 
Institute  for  Creadon  Research,  will  lowed  to  join,  and  others  threatened  to 
be  the  featured  speaker  during  Stu-  leave  if  they  were  not,  but  the  church 
dent  Awareness  Week  at  Mississippi  finally  “applied  the  teachings  of 
College.  Jesus”  which  developed  a  “sweet, 

Her  lecture  will  be  on  TYiesday ,  April  sweet  spirit”  among  the  members,  he 
21,  at  7:30  p.m.  in  Provine  Chapel. 

Admission  is  free;  the  public  is  in¬ 
vited.  * 

Morton  holds  five  degrees  from 
three  institutions  (District  ofc Colum¬ 
bia  Teacher's  College,  American  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  George  Washington  Uni¬ 
versity).  Her  Ph.D.  from  George 
Washington  is  in  Cellular  Studies,  with 
her  dissertation  at  Washington’s 
Smithsonian  Institution.  She  is  die  au¬ 
thor  of  the  book,  Science  in  die  Blbfc. 
and  has  taught  biology  at  American 
University  and  George  Washington 


Glmnsisns  flock  to  see  films 


ACCRA,  Ghana  (EPy—  Ghanaians  Known  as  Cinema.  Today,  the  mobile 

are  flocking  by  the  thousands.to  see  unit  travels  a  monthly  circuit  of  27  vil-‘ 
gospel  films  being  shown  by  a  mobile  lages  and  towns,  distributing  litera- 
cinema  unit  in  the  market  places  of  ture  in  the  day  and  showing  films  at 
their  towns  and  villages.  night. 

Audiences  average  4500  each  night, 

for  a  total  of  121,500  viewers  each  The  nine-month-old  project  has  6,470 
month,  reports  Challenge  Enter-  inquirers  studying  Bible  by  mail,  and 
prises,  the  Sudan  Interior  Mission-  another  1,923  receiving  personal  coun- 
related  organization  that  sponsors  the  seling.  A  second  mobile  unit  is  planned 
Droiect.  f°r  northern  Ghana. 


position. 


Scientist  to 
lecture  3t  MC 


Median  Adult  Leadership  Clinic 

First  Baptist  Church,  Laurel 
April  24,  1981  6 :00  -  9 :45  p.m 


Jim  Waller 
Adult  Consultant 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 
Nashville 


PEWS  -  PULPITS 


STAINED  GLASS 


EDUCATIONAL 

FURNITURE 


Theme:  “The  Challenge  of  Median  Adults” 

For  all  who  work  with  Median  Adults  1 35-65  years)  in  Sunday  School: 
Teachers,  Class  Officers,  Department  Directors,  and  Outreach  Leaders, 
Pastors,  and  Staff  Aleiabers. 

Begins  with  banqSet  2t 6 : 00  p.  m  Reservations  are  being  accepted  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Sunday  '’“bool  Department,  P.  O.  B4x  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205 

Sponsored  by  Mississippi  Baptist  Sunday  School  Department 
Bryant  Cummings,  Director  —  Mose  Dangerfield,  Adult  Consultant 


INTERIOR 

RENOVATIONS 


CARPET 


p.  o.  Do*  30  lacfcsonvilla.  toxat 


tist  laymen. 


The  Proof  of  Love 


With  hands  and  feet 
that  carry  the  scar 
of  pain  and  death  — 
a  heart  of  sorrow, 
agony,  and  grief; 
filled  to  the  brim 


Resurrection  Glory 


The  winter  winds  have  stilled, 
frost  no  longer  lies 
on  early  morning  grass, 
and  the  varied  songs 
of  a  mocking  bird 
replace  the  emptiness 


Crucify! 

And  we  did.  > 
Yet  He  hated  us  not. 


They  dragged  Him  into  the  market  place. 
Some  king!  —  His  own  people  mocked  Hi 
We  pushed  Him  along; 


He  stumbled. 


And  He  hung  there  —  between  the  dawn 
And  the  muddy  ground  where  His  blood  spotted 
My  God!  What  was  happening? 

The  skies  broke  in  anger 
And  blackness  fell 
Over  the  small  earth. 

And  we  turned  our  eyes  to  Him— 

He  who  hurt  there. 

The  Son  of  God? 

And  a  chill  of  horror 
Ran  through  my  veins— 

He  was  looking  at  me. 

— Cyndi  E.  Rawls 


The  crown  of  thorns  now  gone, 
the  flesh  now  healed,  r 

the  debt  paid, 

we  are  left  with  the  freedom 
of  choice 

to  bruise  Him  more, 
renew  His  scars, 
increase  His  sorrow,  or 
prove  our  love! 

—Rosie  Barton  Jones 
Steens 

Winds  of  Calvary 

Soft  and  gentle  breezes 
Stir  a  page  of  history. 

The  dust  of  time  is  swept  away, 

And  I  stand  at  Calvary. 

I  listen,  but  all  is  silent. 

I  look,  but  all  is  still. 

No  jeering,  mocking,  laughing  now— 
Just  a  blood  stained  cross  on  Calvary’s 
Hill. 


f  laughed. 

No  one  would  claim  Him. 

He  was  offered  up  to  us. 

And  we  chose  Barabbas  — 

A  murderer  for  a  savior. 

I  screamed  for  the  death  of  this  Jesus. 
I  cried  for  His  blood 
•  Just  like  all  the  others. 

A  peasant  boy  from  a  dusty  village  — 
And  saying  He's  God! 

Blasphemy!  Kill  Him! 

Promises 


MM*  suggests  some  ways 
u se  modern  translations, 
learn  to  read  and  under¬ 
stand  the  great  moving  pas¬ 
sages  and  poetry,  memorize 
the  great  promises,  and 
discover  the  great  meaning 
and  purpose  ol  the  Bible 
John  F.  HcrvHk  is  director  of 
Evangelslm  Education  and 
Witting  at  The  Home  Mission 
Board,  Atlanta.  Georgia,  and 
author  of  several  Broodman 
books  including  tWhere  Inthe 
World  Is  Jesus  Christ? 


Spring  is  here, 
all  about  us 
we  see  the  fulfillment 
of  God’s  divine  promise— 

“summer  and  winter 
and  day  and  night  shall  not  cease.” 

Forsythia’s  yellow  beHs 
tremble  in  a  south  breeze. . 

The  tulip  and  the  azalea 
tie  for  first  [dace 
in  the  color  award. 

Wisteria’s  lavender  clusters 
hang  heavy,  sweet  scenting  the  air. 

The  woods  are  alive 
with  wild-bird  music. 

Glimpses  of  the  dogwood’s  starched 
white  ~- 

and  the  burgundy  of  the  maple 
amaze  my  eyes. 

As  I  look 

at  the  miracles  of  springtime. 


There’s  a  rosebud  by  the  carport; 
It's  tightly  packed  with  promises: 
A  big  gorgeous  red  rose, 

A  breath  of  spring, 

Fragrance  filling  the  air, 
Bidding  the  birds  to  sing. 


Thirty  pieces  of  silver  —  so  much  that  money  can  bring. 
Fine  clothes,  savory  spices,  maybe  a  ruby  ring! 

Thirty  pieces  of  silver  —  how  much  was  it  worth  in  gold? 
The  price  of  a  gentle  Saviour  and  an  eternally  burning  soul. 
—Sherry  Oakman 
Corinth 


I'm  basking  in  the  warm  sunshine 
And  deep  in  thoughts  about  the  bud 
Thinking  of  its  hiddan  glory 
Reminds  me  of  God's  Son 
In  Whom  the  world  sees  no  beauty 
Though  He's  the  Rose  of  Sharon. 


Here  is  where  my  Saviour  died, 
From  sin  to  set  me  free. 

Here  He  carried  all  my  sins. 
This  cross  on  Calvary. 


Did  you  know  the  Babe  who  was  born  in  Bethlehem? 
Maybe  you  knew  the  boy,  Jesus,  as  he  played, 

Or  the  Son  of  God,  baptized  by  John, 

Or  the  Man  of  Cana  who  turned  water  into  vine. 
Perhaps  you  knew  the  Preacher  of  Galilee, 

,  Or  even  the  Teacher  in  Capernaum, 

'Why  have  You  forsaken  ^  wll0  healed  the  withered  hand 
and  preached  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 
rd  day  He  arose  Hie  compassionate  One  who  raised  the  widow’s  son, 

and  healed  time  and  time  again. 

Have  you  accepted  His  invitation  to  God, 

With  its  promise  of  rest,  peace,  and  eternal  life? 
Have  you  known  the  Savior  who  died  on  the  cross? 
Do  you  truly  know  the  Risen  Lord? 


another  divine  promise — 


and  the  life,  he  that  believeth  in  me, 
though  he  were  dead, 
yet  shall  he  live,’’ 
affirms  Christ’s  sacrificial  love, 
and  this  Easter  season 
I  sing  of  the  risen  Lord 
whose  kingdom  lasts  forever! ! 


Tears  come  to  my  eyes, 

And  through  them  I  see  His  smile. 
He  suffered,  bled,  and  died. for  me 
That  1  might  be  His  child. 


Hughes  Pew  Cushions. 

Reversible  or  upholstered 
Quality,  comfort  and  beauty 

We  believe  we  can 
save  your  church  money 

3  weeks  delivery  on  fabric  in  stock 
For  free  estimate  call  collect 

Eugene  Hughes,  501-353-6556 

Route  2,  Box  1S8A 


Then  whispering  winds  bring  me  back 
again, 

But  the  memory  lingers  still. 

And  thrills  my  heart,  my  soul,  and 
mind  - 

That  silent  cross  on  Calvary’s  hill. 

—Larry  Preston 


Leaving  the  dark  and  empty  tomb 
He  too  holds  promises  for  you  and  me: 
From  the  grave  He  aroae  and  is 
Now  seated  at  His  Father's  side. 

The  grave  will  have'no  bind  on  us. 


-Eunice  Barnes 
Pascagoula 


-Betty  Tiner 
Waynesboro 


Eternal  Springtime 


Ourdon,  Aik.  71743 


The  winter  has  waned  — 

The  snows  are  all  gone. 

The  trees  are  a-buddlng. 

And  the  birds  are  coming  home. 


Easter  sunrise 
service  to  be  on 
Bluff  Creek 


Policemen  sponsor  Easter 
service  at  Mynelle  Gardens 


CHURCH 

FURNISHINGS 

New  &  Used 

Write  Mid-South,  Box  343 
Greenwell  Springs, 
Louisiana  70739 
or  call  (504)  261-5639 


Attala  men, 
build  Montana 
pastor’s  house 


The  earth  is  awakening 
From  its  long  winter's  rest, 
AH  nature  is  stirring 
To  give  forth  her  best. 


An  Easter  Sunrise  Service  will  be  held  at  Mynelle  Gardens  in  Jackson, 
from  7  to  8  a.m.,  April  19.  It  is  being  sponsored  by  the  Jackson  Police 
Officers'  Christian  Fellowship. 

Don  C.  Berry,  farmer  pastor,  who  is  now  with  Video-Dynamics,  will  be 
the  speaker.  Born  in  Charleston,  S.  C.,  Berry  was  graduated  from  Baylor 
UnivdHNf  kUMatitd|iATW)logi<Jal  Seminary,  and  has  a  doctorate  from 

Johnny  frdbom"^#  paging  policeman,”  who  is  chaplain  of  the 
Jackson  Police  PepartmenL  and  Ryth  Ann  Williams  of  Clinton,  will  sing. 


Allen  Webb,  director  pf  missions, 
Jackson  County,  will  be  guest  speaker 
for  the  Easter  Sunrise  Service  on  the 
banks  of  Bluff  Creek  at  the  Home  of 
Grace  in  Vancleave.  Services  will  be 
held  at  6  a.m.  Others  to  participate, 
Jack  Senseney,  Kenneth  Perry,  Lynn 
Clark  and  Twila  Parnell,  Will  sing  spe¬ 
cials. 

Breakfast  will  be  served  in  the  din¬ 
ing  room  after  the  service  for  those 
that  want  to  remain  and  eat.  Bill  Bar 
ton,  Superintendent,  said  the  public  is 
Our  winter,  too,  will  surely  come  —  invited. 

But  we  will  live  again 

Triumphant  by  Redeeming  Grace—  Qo-llic.  arLvrvf"C 
In  God's  Eternal  Spring.  Odm&  OUUpiA 

— Mamie  WiLenaz  Montana  Church 

Gulfport 

—  .  '  *  Sail  is  Church  has  voted  to  adopt  the 

nT1T  ,  Fellowship -Church,  Billings,  Manta- 

alUmUl  na'  as  a  Partner  in  the  Attaja 

“Partners  in  Pioneer  Missions”  prog- 
elect  Rainey  ram.  Richard  Covington  is  the  Billings 

Sallis  will  be  sending  the  church  a 
The  Mississippi  Alumni  of  Baptist  contribution  of  $100  per  month  and  will 
Bible  Institute,  Graceville,  Fla.  met  assisUn  other  ways  to  encourage  the 
with  Walter  D.  Draughon  in  Hatties-  work  there.  Kenneth^Aoore  is  pastor. 


Softer  winds  are  blowing 
And  warm  rains  bless  the  sod 
That  drinks  in  this  nourishment 
-  As  it  000198  straight  from  God. 


Eight  men  from  First,  Kosciusko, 
left  Saturday ,  April  4,  for  Sidney,  Mon¬ 
tana,  to  work  for  a  week  helping  the 
pastor  of  FBC,  Sidney,  complete  his 
home. 

These  two  churches  have  become 
partners  in  Attala  Association’s 
“Partners  In  Pioneer  Missions”  prog¬ 
ram. 

Those  making  the  trip  were  Vic 
Johnston,  Bill  Simpson,  Granville 
Ed  Rollins  has  accepted  the  pasta-  Haven  Hill  Ckoreh,  Yalobusha  Myrick,  Jarett  Richardson,  Sam 

rate  of  Bethel  Churcfa,  Mississippi  As-  County,  has  a  new  pastor,  Russell  Spradling,-  Rick  Canty,  Grady 

sociabon.  Coleman,  who  had  been  serving  as  as-  Robertson,  and  Mike  Chandler. 

Janies  Hearn  recently  began  his  sgeiatejnstor  at  Elam.  , 


USE  ELECTRICITY 
WISELY 


Only  you  con  dotormino  f 
olocrrictty  you  uao.  Etocrric 


To  make  the  earth  live  again 
Accordihg  to  God's  plan 
Now.  as  in  nature,  this 
Also  applies  to  man. 


led  as  pastor  pf  Malmaison  Church. 
Carroll  County .  He  was  ordained  to  the 
gospel  ministry  on  March  29  at  Hol¬ 
comb  Church,  Grenada  County.  He  is 
the  son  of  Dwell  Edwards,  pastor  of 
Holcomb  Church,  and  Mrs.  Edwards. 


FIBCKGLASS  >- 

BAPTISTRIES  I  STEEPLES 

LMGC  StUCTlOe  FACTOR"*  OffltCT 


Second  Church.  Kosdntko  has  cal¬ 
led  Carlta  Braswell  as  pastor.  He 
moved  there  from  the  Mt.  Olive 
Church  at  Coila  in  Carroll  County. 


John  Kitchens  has  accepted  the  pas¬ 
torate  of  Faith  Church,  Lowndes 
County. 


✓^HEADQUARTERS^ 

FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

School  &  Church  Furniture 

•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  for  Classroom,  Library,  Stytday 
School,  .Auditorium  Cafeteria  and  every 
School  and  Church  use.  » 


Pianos 

Steinway,.  v  .  Kawai 
Everett ....  Wurlitzer 
Organs 

Allen . Hammond 

Gulbransen  . . .  Wurlitzer 

■Complete  Music  Department 
•Free  Delivery 
•We  Specialize  in  Church 
Installations 

•Special  Terms  to  Churches 


Baptisms  in  Brazil 

IRiaeion  points  in  Posts  Quatro  and  Cruzeiro,  Brazil,  ora  growing,  First  Church, 
Yazoo  City,  helps  to  support  the  pastors  of  too  missions  which  aro  sponsored  by  the 
Church  of  Hope  in  Rio.  David  Goraaa,  pastor.  At  Passa  Quatro,  a  night  moating  held  at 
a  farm  house  by  the  light  of  kerosene  lamps,  drew  88.  Gomes'  daughter.  Elizabeth, 
who  was  present  at  the  service,  reported  that  people  who  have  never  heard  of  Jesus 
am  coming  to  tho  mission  services  by  the  dozens.  "No  sanitary  conditlone."  Gomes 
Said,  "but  love,  love,  love.  "  Hie  wife,  Haydee,  it  pictured  at  a  Paaaa  Quatro  service, 


ROSERERRY  PIANO  HOUSE 

34  E.  FRONT  ST.  DOWNTOWN  HATTIESBURG 


First,  Leakesville  has  bought  a  newf 
van  equipped  with  a  lift  to  assist  per-  * 
sons  confined  to  a  wheelchair.  It  has  a' 
seating  capacity  of  15.  Also  the  church* 
has  voted  to  sponsor  Mohoba  Church. 
Phil  Walker  is  the  Leakesville  pastor. 

Agricola  Church,  George-Greene 
Association,  was  the  recent  recipient 
of  a  gift  from  Grady  Brown— an  elec¬ 
tric  water  cooler  for  the  church  foyer. 
Bryce  Evans  is  pastor. 

Antioch  Church  (George-Greene) 
has  a  new  piano.  Ray  Hathcock  is  pas- 


Pine  Grove  Church,  Yalobusha 
County,  will  celebrate  Memorial  Day 
on  May  3.  Glenn  Lollar,  Columbus,  will 
be  guest  speaker .  Lunch  will  be  served 
at  the  church,  and  the  Good  News  Trio 
will  present  a  musical  program  at  1 : 30 
p.m. 


T  1  Silver  Springs  Church,  Osyka,  will 

‘  celebrate  homecoming  day  on  April 

Firet  row:  Ken  Jordan,  Jimmy  Nelson.  Bobby  Bass,  Tommy  Barber,  Howard  26.  Dinner  will  be  served  on  the 
Thompson,  Tim  Buckley,  James  May.  Second  row:  Billy  Berry.  Carl  Pierce.  Louis  grounds  following  the  11  a.m.  service. 
Witt$,  Frank  Rayburn,  Hugh  Shith,  John  Burris,  J.  N.  Stringer,  Hardy  Tumage,  and  Special  music  will  begin  at  1:30  p.m. 
Larry  Lott.  Thi  rd  row:  James  Hinton,  Valton  Douglas.  Tom  Todd,  Paul  Murray,  Buford  James  M.  Thornhill  is  pastor. 

Ashley,  and  Lawrence  Weatherford.  ^ 


Calvary,  Columbia  organizes  brotherhood 


Crowder  Church,  Crowder:  March 
29-April  3;  19  professions  of  faith;  two 
by  letter;  218  in  Sunday  School  follow¬ 
ing  revival  with  Church  Training  High 
Attendance  to  beat  Sunday  School  at¬ 
tendance  with  223  attending  Church 
Training;  one  by  baptism  and  one  by 
letter  on  Sunday  after  revival;  Wil¬ 
liam  A.  “Billy”  Smith,  evangelist;  C. 
A.  Southerland,  singer;  T.  D.  Scar¬ 
borough,  pastor. 

Off  the  Record 


:k  by  sponsoring  a  Men  of  Calvary  Church,  Columbia,  Douglas,  pastor  of  North  Columbia 
for  several  days  at  he!d  30  organizational  meeting  for  a  Church,  reported  on  a  proposed  mis- 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  BaptistMen’s  group,  March22at6:30  sion  trip  to  New  York  in  April.  The  men 
astor’s  wife,  Mrs.  P-m-  During  a  hamburger  supper  agreed  to  participate  in  a  free  will  of- 
went  along  as  meeting,  officers  were  elected:  fering  to  help  cover  the  expenses  of  the 
Buford  Ashley,  president;  J.  N.  mission  trip. 

Stringer,  vice  -  president;  and  John  This  being  a  milestone  in  the 
■ch,  Yalobusha  Burris,  secretary  -  treasurer.  church’s  history,  Kenneth  Jordan, 

ting  a  new  educa-  James  Hinton,  associational  pastor,  said  he  anticipates  the  minis- 
lowship  hall.  Brotherhood  director,  and  Valton  try  this  group  can  provide  in  the  total 

church  program 


Trinity  Church,  Fulton ,  Acteens  dressed  up  to  represent  foreign  countries  for 
their  recognition  service  on  February  22.  The  theme  was  “His  Way  Mine.”  The  girls 
are,  left  to  right:  Charlotte  Shields,  queen,  Carla  Little,  Laura  Spencer:  (row  two)  Lyn 
Minor,  queen,  Pam  Dozier,  Kim  Griggs,  Madonna  Moore;  (row  three)  Greta  Brittain, 
Candy  Harris,  Stephanie  Allen,  Missy  Presley,  Polly  Brittain,  Rhonda  Hood,  Glenda 
Spencer,  queen.  Mrs.  Ed  Deuschle  is  Acteens  director. 


Seminary  student 
begins  alcohol/ 
drug  ministry 

Jackie  Smith  of  Meridian,  a  student 
at  New  Orleans  Seminary,  has  begun  a 
specialized  ministry  to  churches. 
Name  of  the  organization  is  “Al¬ 
cohol/Drug  Education  to  Churches.” 

He  travels  with  his  wife  Darlene  and 
another  seminary  couple  Gary  and 
Brenda  Johnson  to  churches  and 
groups  speaking  primarily  on  drug 
and  alcohol  education. 

Smith  is  a  former  drug  and  alcohol 
abus  *  who  found  Christ. 

Members  of  the  organization’s  ad¬ 
visory  committee  are  Paul  Stevens,  J. 
Clark  Hensley,  James  Parker,  Sarah 
Rouse,  and  Woody  Barham. 

The  grpup  may  be  contacted  through 
the  office  of  Clark  Hensley,  Christian 
Action  Commission,  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205,  or  Jackie  Smith,  4592  Provi¬ 
dence  Place,  New  Orleans,  LA  70126. 


“Why  didn’t  you  report  the  robbery 
at  once?”  an  insurance  agent  asked  a 
woman  claimant.  “Didn't  you  suspect 
something  when  you  came  home  and 
discovered  all  the  drawers  opened  and 
the  contents  scattered  all  over  the 
room?”  -  — - 

“Notreally,”  she  replied.  “I  thought 
my  husband  had  been  looking  for  a 
clean  shirt.” 

Erick  did  not  like  soap  and  water. 
One  day  his  mother  was  trying  to 
reason  with  him.  “Surely  you  want  to 
be  a  clean  little  boy,  don’t  you?” 

“Yes,”  Erick  agreed  tearfully,  “but 
can’t  you  just  dust  me?” 


The  third  annual  Northeast  Mississippi  Choral  Festival  was  held  March  5  and  6,  at 
First  Church,  Amory.  Participants  on  Thursday  evening,  March  5,  were  youth  choirs 
and  ensembles,  and  on  Friday  evening,  March  6,  adult  choirs  and  ensembles. 
Twenty-four  choirs  and/or  ensembles  participated  in  this  event,  sponsored  by  the 
Northeast  Mississippi  Minister  of  Music  Fellowship. 

The  Festival  Planning  Committee  was  composed  of  John  T.  Burke,  First  Church, 
Louisville,  Chairman:  Hamp  Valentine,  First,  Aberdeen:  and  Wilson  Henderson,  First, 
Columbus. 

Pictured  is  "Sonshlne,"  the  youth  ensemble  from  First  Church,  Louisville. — 
(Picture  by  Lewis  Oswalt,  First.  Water  Valley) 


First,  Sumner,  held  a  note  burning  on  Feb.  22.  Lett  to  right:  Meadie  Williams, 
treasurer;  Grady  Catledge,  deacon  chairman:  and  Larry  Thornton,  interim  pastor. 
This  note  burning  declared  that  the  church  is  debt  free. 


DORROH  LAKE 
BAPTIST  ASSEMBLY 

Located  12  miles  north  of  Eupora, 
MS  and  12  miles  south  of  Calhoun 
City,  MS  on  State  Highway  9. 

Church  or  denominational  groups 
may  reserve  the  assembly  for  re¬ 
treats,  camps,  conferences,  work¬ 
shops,  clinics,  or  other  Christian 
uses. 

For  information  or  reservations  call 

(Ml)  258-7442,  days;  258-7495,  nights. 


Harland’s  Creek  (Holmes):  April 
24-26;  Friday  and  Saturday  at  7  p.m. ; 
regular  services  on  Sunday;  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  Action  Team  conducting 
the  services;  Clark  Stewart,  preach¬ 
ing;  Rick  Rice,  leading  the  music; 

Laura  Pratt,  playing  the  piano;  John 
R.  Sproles,  pastor. 

As  was  reported  in  the  issue  of  April 
North  Winona  Church,  Winona; — 2.  Mrs.  W^Douglas  Hudgin^^^jjaii- 
( Montgomery):  April 26 -May  1;  Clif-  fered  a  heart  attack  ana  a  stroke, 
ton  Perkins,  director  of  church  -  tiiinis-  whioh  attested  one  aid*,  At  press  time 
ters  relations,  Mississippi  Baptist  on  Tuesday,  April  14,  her  condition 
Convention  Board;  music  under  direc-  was  improving.  "Last  night  was  the 
tion  of  Wayne  McDonald;  Eugene  best  night  she  has  had  since  the  at- 
Bamett,  pastor.  tack,”  said  Hudgins.  “On  Wed.,  April 

_  .  _  15,  she  is  to  be  moved  to  the  Methodist 

Forest  Cbnrch:  Apnl  26-29;  Larry  RehabUitation Center,  Jackson.  As  for 
Kennedy,  evangelist;  Doug  Scott  her  heart  her  heart  says  her 
musto  director,  services  7  a.m.  and  dju  b  doj  wel]  „ 

71/ln  m  •  PI T.iHIa  naatnr  ^ 


Byhalia  Church:  April  24,  25,  26; 
services  daily  at  7 :30  p.m.  and  11  a.m. 
Sunday;  Friday  night,  Family  Night; 
Saturday  night,  Youth  Night;  Kenneth 
McMillen,  pastor,  evangelist;  Ron 
Hunsinger,  minister  of  music  at  An¬ 
chor  Church,  Lafayette  County,  music 
evangelist. 

.  Prospect  (Perry):  April  17,  18,  19; 
services  at  7  p.m.;  sunrise  service 
April  19;  Norman  NoweU  family  to 
bring  special  music  each  night,  along 
with  other  local  groups;  John 
Courtney,  music  director;  Gaye 
Cooper,  pianist;  Tom  Reaves,  pastor. 

Temple,  Hattiesburg,:  April  26-29; 
Francis  W.  Dixon,  Bournemouth,  Eng¬ 
land,  evangelist;  James  A.  Watson, 
singer;  Harry  L.  Lucenay,  pastor. 


by  James  T.  Draper,  Jr. 
Based  on  the  book 
of  Ecclesiastes,  this 
book  shows  the 
believer  how  to  avoid 
the  success-syndrome 
trap  and  how  to  cope 
with  the  world’s  per¬ 
sistent  attractions  to 
sensual  gratification.  , 
Paper,  $3.95 

A  ^baptist 


Joel  Land  of  the  Home  Mission  Board  and  J.  Ray  Grissett  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  led  in  training  26  men  Mar.  19-20,  as  approved  workers  for 
Mississippi  to  lead  in  training  in  associations  to  have  166  “New  Starts"  in  1981-82. 
The  goal  is  33  new  missions,  33  new  churches,  and  J 00  Bible  Fellowships.  The  men 
were  trained  in  “New  Start"  campaigns  and  in  methods  for  church  extension.  The 
convention  board’s  Cooperative  Missions  department  requests  information  con¬ 
cerning  any  new  work  begun  in  churches. 


mmm  daus  for  uuiwn  —important  dates  for  baptists 

•.’Vh3*:' 1981 ^  ••• 

MOTHERS  DAY  ✓ 

nay  10.  mi 

■M. 

QapUit  QUildrtns  WUaqe 


Raymond  Church  recently  held  its  first  Girls  in  Action  recognition  service.  The 
following  girls  received  their  Adventure  I  badges  and  certificates:  Lettto  right:  Kathy 
Spann,  Lauren  Watts,  Stephanie  Harrison,  Kim  Newton,  Renee  Turner,  Bonnie 
Turner,  Ryn  Laster,  April  Edwards  and  Nan  Owens.  Sam  Mason  is  pastor. 


Children1*  food,  clothing 


Op*  ■  gritted  61ft* 


Church  Pew  Cushions:  Manufac¬ 
tured  in  our  plant.  For  free  esti¬ 
mate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  0  Box  186,  Meridian. 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(801)693-4451. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  V.  Norris  of  McCool 
Church  spent  a  week  recently  on  a 
mission  project  in  Honduras.  They 
joined  a  group  from  Byram  Church 
and.  at  their  own  expense,  assisted  in 
constructing  a  church  building,  wit¬ 
nessing,  speaking  to  the  congregation 
through  an  interpreter,  and  minister¬ 
ing  in  a  variety  of  other  ways. 


ccwt 


our  flKtl 


y««r  «Hdf ng  4/ >0/8 l 


I.  figure*  bojod  tipo*  our  fl«cel 
y«r  ending  4/31/81. 

"I*  It  nothing  to  you.  »!l  y# 
that  pas*  hyf. .  .** 

(lamentation*  It  12a) 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Percy  C.  Sullivan  will 
be  honored  at  a  reception  to  be  held  at 
Center  Terrace  Church.  Canton,  Sun¬ 
day,  April  19, 3to5p.m.,  in  celebration 
of  their  70th  wedding  anniversary  The 
Sullivans,  members  of  Center  Terrace 
Church,  were  married  April  16,  1911. 
by  J.  E.  Lowe  at  Bogue  Chitto,  their 
Hometown  in  Lincoln  County.  He  is 
now  89  and  she  is  85.  Both  have  been 
active  in  church  affairs  through  the 
years.  Both  taught  Sunday  School  for 
many  years.  He  has  served  as 
Brotherhood  president  and  is  a 
lifetime  deacon.  • 


Woodland  Hills  to 


present  oratorio 

The  Sanctuary  Choir  of  Woodland 
Hills  Church,  Jackson,  and  the  church 
orchestra  will  present  an  Easter 
pratorio  by  J.  S.  Bach,  April  19  at  the 
church  at  5  p.m 

James  Glass  will  conduct  the  or¬ 
chestra.  David  Ford  will  be  guest  sol¬ 
oist.  Admission  is  free,  and  a  nursery 


ACCOUNTING  TEACHING  POSl 
TION  —Opening  at  Southwest  Bap¬ 
tist  College,  Fall  1981.  Masters  de 
gree  required  CPA  and/or  Docto¬ 
rate  preferred  Business  experi¬ 
ence  desired  Salary.  Competitive. 
Contact:  Dr  B.  E.  Clark.  Account  ¬ 
ing  Department.  Southwest  Baptist 
College,  Bolivar.  MO  65613  <417l 
326-5281  or  (4171  326-7882  (even¬ 
ings). 


CHRISTIAN  CHILD  CORE  AT 


JHE  INDIA  NUNNERY  CAMPUS 
THE  FARROW  MANOR  CAMPUS 
DICKERSON  PLACE 

NEW  ALBANY  GROUP  HONE 
VILLAGE  FOSTER  HOT1ES 


will  be  provided. 


PAGE  S  BAPTIST  RECORD 
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Bible  Book  Series 


The  resurrection  of  Jesus 


By  Gordon  H.  Sensing 
.-  Pastor,  First,  Pontotoc 
John  28: 4-29 

The  resurrection  of  Jesus  is  noted  by 
some  to  be  the  greatest  demonstration 
by  God’s  power.  The  resurrection  is 
historically  the  foundation  of  the 
Christian  church  and  is  the  basis  of 
hope  today. 

1.  The  empty  tomb  IM:Mt) 

It  was  early  on  that  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing,  while  it  was  still  dark,  that  Mary 
Magdalene  went  to  the  tomb.  They 
could  not  come  the  day  before  for  it 
was  the  Sabbath  and  to  make  that 
journey  would  be  to  break  the  law. 

( Let  us  be  reminded  that  Jesus  has  ful¬ 
filled  the  law  and  we  are  not  bound  by 
legalism.) 

When  Mary  Magdalene  came  to  the 
empty  tomb  she  was  shocked  and 
amazed.  The  stone  was  rolled  away 
and  she  was  convinced  that  someone 
had  removed  Jesus’  body.  Im¬ 
mediately  she  ran  to  tell  Peter  and 
John.  They  went  to  the  tomb  and  found 
that  it  was  just  as  Mary  reported  — 
empty.  _  .  ^ 

It  is  implied  that  Peter  saw  the 
empty  tomb  and  the  burial  clothes 
without  understanding  what  had  hap¬ 
pened.  John,  who  followed  Peter  into 
the  toAib,  “saw  and  believed.”  This 
could  mean  that  he  saw  and  believed 
Mary’s  report.  But  it  could  also  mean 
that  John  saw  with  faith  and  realized 
that  Jesus  had  risen  from  the  dead. 
This  did  not  come  from  the  Scriptures 
for  they  did  not  yet  realize  these 
pointed  to  the  resurrection.  Thus, 
John,  the  beloved  disciple,  became  the 
first  person  to  accept  the  fact  that  the 
Lord  had  been  raised ;  he  did  so  with¬ 
out  seeing  the  risen  Christ. 

2.  Jeans'  appearance  to  Mary  Mag¬ 
dalene  (22:11-18) 

To  Mary  belongs  the  glory  of  being 
the  first  person  to  see  the  risen  Christ. 
After  telling  Peter  and  John  about  the 
empty  tomb,  Mary  returned  to  the 
place  of  burial.  She  looked  in,  still 
wondering  about  the  body  of  Jesus. 
The  fact  that  His  body  might  have  been 
stolen  was  her  great  concern.  That  is 
what  she  expressed  to  the  angels, 
though  apparently  she  did  not  recog¬ 
nize  them  as  such. 

She  turned  away  from  the  tomb,  still 
so  caught  up  in  her  sorrow  that  she  did 
not  recognize  Jesus  standing  there. 
Even  though  Jesus  spoke  to  her  say¬ 
ing,  “Woman,  why  are  you  weeping? 
Whom  are  you  seeking?”,  Mary  did 
not  recognize  her  Lord.  ~  J  t  ^ 
The  Bible  does  not  tell  us  why  she 


failed  to  recognize  Jesus.  We  can 
speculate  that  perhaps  the  tears  blur¬ 
red  her  vision  so  that  she  could  not  see. 
It  is  possible  that  she  was  so  caught  up 
in  her  sorrow  that  all  she  could  think  of 
was  the  missing  body  and  thus,  was 
hardly  aware  of  anyone  standing 
there.  Or,  maybe  she  did  not  recognize 
Jesus  because  she  did  not  expect  to  see 
Him.  In  her  mind,  He  was  dead. 

It  was  when  Jesus  spoke  her  name, 
that  Mary  recognized  the  living 
Lord.  This  was  no  gardener;  this  was 
Christ.  Immediately  she  was  roused 
from  her  stupor  of  grief,  called  out 
“Rabboni,"  and  ran  to  Him.  The  use  of 
“Rabboni,”  teacher,  is  unusual.  This 
manner  of  speaking  to  Jesus  may  re¬ 
flect  Mary’s  desire  to  resume  the  old 
relationship  with  her  Master.  But  this 
was  impossible.  No  longer  could  she 
cling  to  what  had  been .  There  was  to  be 
a  new  and  better  way. 

Thus  Jesus  said,  “Stop  clinging  to 

Me _ ”  Jesus  probably  meant  for  her 

not  to  cling  selfishly  to  Him,  but 
rather,  go  tell  His  disciples  that  He  is 
risen.  Before  Jesus  ascended  to  the 
Father,  He  wanted  to  be  with  His  bret¬ 
hren  as  much  as  possible.  Mary,  who 
had  brought  what  they  thought  was 
bad  news  of  an  empty  tomb,  now  car¬ 
ried  good  news  of  the  risen,  living 
Lord. 

3.  Jesus'  appearance  to  the  disciples 
(28: 18-21) 

Mary  Magdalene  obeyed  her  Lord, 
and  told  the  disciples.  Later  that  same 
day  of  the  week,  die  disciples  gathered 
behind  closed  doors,  likely  in  the  upper 
room.  They  feared  the  Jews  who  had 
plotted  Jesus’  death.  As  His  followers, 
they  might  be  next  for  rumors  of  the 
resurrection  had  spread,  and  they  did 
not  know  how  the  Roman  leaders 
would  deal  with  this. 

Then  Jesus  came  and  stood  in  their 
midst  There  is  no  explanation  as  to 
how  He  came.  Miraculously,  He  stood 
in  their  midst  and  not  much  can  be 
added  to  what  John  tells  us. 

“Peace  be  with  you,”  was  His  greet¬ 
ing.  This  means,  “May  God  give  you 
every  good  thing.”  Then  He  showed 
them  the  evidences  of  His  crucifixion. 
His  hands  and  His  side. 

Fear  was  overcome  with  gladness 
now  in  the  lives  of  these  followers. 
They  were  convinced  that  the 
crucified  Christ  was  alive,  and  they 
were  glad. 

Then  Jesus  gave  the  disciples  the 
commission  which  the  church  must 
never  forget.  There  was  a  connection 
between  His  ministry  and  their  minis¬ 
try  in  Him.  “As  the  Father  has  sent 


Uniform  Lesson 


Victory  of  the  resurrection 


By  Tom  F.  Rayburn, 


Matthew  27:82-46;  28:1-18 

The  lesson  last  week  ended  with  the 
death  of  Jesus  on  the  cross  Following 
this,  the  temple  veil  was  rent,  earth¬ 
quakes  shook  the  area,  and  several 
tombs  of  saints  were  opened .  Joseph  of 
Arimathea  had  gone  to  Pilate  to  re- 


—  W  take  the  body.  ) 
Joseph  had  it  laid  in  his  own  tomb. 
Thepe  it  lay  until  the  first  day  of  the 
week.  So,  as  a  result  of  studying  this 
lesson  everyone  should  have  a  better 
understanding  of  the  importance  of  the 
resurrection. 

V-82  The  next  day  —  The  first  day  of 
Passover  was  called  the  day  of  prep¬ 
aration.  All  things  were  prepared  on 
that  day  for  the  observance  of  the 
feast.  The  Jewish  day  closed  at  sunset, 
and  the  Sabbath  at  that  time  began. 
The  next  day  mentioned  here  does  not 
mean  the  following  day  in  our  meaning 
of  the  word,  or  the  following  morning, 
but  the  next  day.  This  was  the  Jewish 
way  of  speaking  of  days  and  time 

V-4S  We  remember  —  They  remem¬ 
bered  what  Jesus  had  said  about  aris¬ 
ing.  That  Deceiver  —  He  was  accused 
as  being  h  deceiver  (John  7;  12). 

V-64  Until  the  third  day  —  During 
two  nights  and  the  intervening  day. 
The  Jews  spoke  of  three  days,  but  did 
not  mean  three  whole  days,  but  parts 
of  three  days.  The  last  error  shall  be 
worse  than  the  first  —  The  Jews 
thought  that  taking  him  from  the  ’ 
tomb,  and  pretending  that  he  arose, 
would  have  more  influence  on  the 
people  than  whathe  first  pretended,  to 
be  the  Messiah. 

V-65  Ye  have  a  watch  —  The  Jews 
had  a  guard  of  Roman  soldiers.  Pilate 
either  referred  to  these  or  to  the  group 
of  soldiers  the*  crucifix- - 

Jon.  Since  *'srin®  by  crucifixion’' 
lasted  for  days,  the  soldiers  had  been 
granted  to  the  Jews,  and  they  would 
still  be  in- charge. 

V-88  Sealing  the  stone  —  The  stone 
was  placed  over  the  entrance  to  the 
tomb.  Perhaps  it  was  fixed  in  place 
with  cords,  and  bringing  them  to¬ 
gether  and  binding  them  with  wax,  and 
impressing  on  the  wax  the  seal  of  the 
King.  Setting  the  watch  —  A  large 
number  of  soldiers  were  used  to  guard 
the  tomb.  God  permitted  Jesus  to  be 
buried  in  such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  the 
possibility  of  deception.  His  enemies 
sealed  the  tomb.  They  believed  that  he 


me,  I  also  send  you.” 

This  has  been  called  “The  charter  of 
the  church.”  It  means  that  the  disci¬ 
ples’  mission  and  ours  proceed  from 
His  It  is  only  because  He  has  ac¬ 
complished  His  mission  that  we  are 
sent  into  the  world. 

4. Jesus’  appearance  to  Thomas. 

Thomas,  called  Didymus  (twin)” 
was  not  present  when  Jesus  met  with 
the  ten  disciples  on  the  day  of  His  re¬ 
surrection.  Later,  he  others  told  him 
they  had  seen  Jesus,  but  Thomas  de¬ 
manded  proof  before  he  would  believe. 

Eight  days  later,  the  following  Sud- 
day,  the  disciples  were  again  gathered 
indoors,  this  time  with  Thomas  in  then- 
number.  He  was  not  excluded  from 
their  fellowship  because  of  his  diffi¬ 
culty  in  accepting  the  other  disciples’ 
testimony.  It  is  worth  noting  that 
Thomas  refused  to  say  he  believed' 
when  he  did  not.  Often,  under  peer 
pressure,  people  agree  so  as  not  to  be  , 
different  Thomas  would  not  lie  just  to 
be  in  line  wi  th  the  rest. 

As  He  had  done  before,  Jesus  came 
among  them  and  gave  them  the  usual 
greeting,  “Peace  be  with  you.”  Then 
He  spoke  directly  to  Thomas.  Jesus  in¬ 
vited  Thomas  to  carry  out  the  tests  he 
himself  had  stated,  namely,  to  put  his 
finger  into  the  nail  prints  and  his  hand 
into  the  side.  How  did  Jesus  know  what 
Thomas  had  said?  We  are  not  told,  but 
surely  the  answer  lies  in  the  very  per¬ 
son  and  power  of  our  Lord. 

Jesus  concluded  His  remarks  to 
Thomas  saying.  “Be  not  unbelieving, 
but  believing.”  Thomas  was  con¬ 
fronted  witffthe  evidence  he  called  for 
to  prove  Jesus  was  alive.  Now,  he  must 
respond  either  by  faithlessness  (unbe¬ 
lief)  or  faith  (belief). 

But  at  the  sight  of  Jesys,  Thomas 
had  all  the  evidence  he  needed.  There 
is  no  record  that  he  even  touched 
Jesus.  He  did  not  need  to  apply  any 
test.  Thomas’  confession  was,  “My 
Lord  and  My  God!”  Lord  was  a  term 
used  by  others  of  the  Master,  with  var¬ 
ying  degrees  of  content.  Here  we  must 
think  that  Thomas  gave  the  term  all  it 
would  hold.  “My  God”  is  a  new  form  of 
address .  Only  Thomas  in  all  the  Gospel 
accounts  confessed  Jesus  as  God.  This 
marks  a  leap  of  faith. 

Thomas  believed  when  he  saw 
Jesus.  It  may  have  been  the  same  with 
the  others.  But  Jesus  speaks  a 
beatitude,  a  word  of  blessedness,  to 
those  who  did  not  see,  yet  believed. 
There  is  a  special  blessing  for  those 
who  faith  Jesus  in  a  way  of  absolute 
trust,  and  who  do  not  need  to  “See”  at 
every  turn. 


was  dead.  Pilate  was  satisfied  thathe 
was  dead.  He  was  buried  alone.  The 
place  of  his  tomb  was  made  secure  so 
that  no  one  could  remove  the  body. 
They  took  every  possible  measure  to 
keep  his  body  from  being  taken.  So  the 
resurrection  is  a  real  miracle.  He 
arose  and  came  out  of  the  tomb,  and 
overcame  the  sealed  tomb  and  the  sol¬ 
diers  .who  tfeere  guarding 
28:1-18:  t-IU  file  end  of  the  Sabbath 
—  In  the  night  following  the  Sabbath, 
for  the  Sabbath  cldSed  at  sunset  as  it 
began  at  dawn.  As  It  began  to  dawn  to¬ 
ward  the  first  day  of  the  week  —  Mark 
says  that  it  was  after  the  sabbath  was 
passed,  and  very  early  in  the  morning, 
at  the  rising  of  the  sun.  Not  that  the  sun 
was  risen,  but  that  it  was  about  to  rise. 
Uike  says  that  it  was  very  early  in  the 
morning.  It  was  deep  twilight,  when 
there  was  scarcely  any  light.  John 
says  it  was  very  early  while  it  was  yet 
dark,  it  was  not  yet  full  daylight,  or  the 
am  had  not  yet  risen.  The  time  when 
they  came  was  at  the  break  of  day, 
when  the  sun  was  about  to  rise,  but 
while  it  was  yet  so  dark  as  to  render 
objects  obscure.  The  first  day  of  the 
week  —  The  day  observed  by  Christ¬ 
ians  as  the  Sabbath.  The  Jews  ob¬ 
served  the  seventh  day  or  our  Satur¬ 
day.  During  that  day  our  Saviour  was 
in  the  grave.  As  he  rose  on  the  morning 
of  the  first  day,  that  day  has  always 
been  observed  as  the  Christian  Sab¬ 
bath.  There  is  a  symbolism  here.  The 
old  Sabbath  is  dead  because  Jesus  lay 
dead  on  Saturday.  The  new  Sabbath  is 
alive,  because  Jesus  rase  to  life  on 
Sunday.  Came  Mary  Magdalene  and 
the  other  Mary — Jesus  had  cast  seven 
devils  out  of  Mary  Magdalene.  She  be¬ 
came  one  of  his  most  faithful  friends 
and  followers.  She  was  one  of  the  first 
to  come  to  his  tomb.  The  other  Mary 
was  qp "’other  of  Jesus.  She  was 
_  '  '  0.10SO  H  see¬ 

the  sepulchre —To  See  if  thetomb  was 
all  right.  To  see  if  the  stone  were  still 
there.  They  came  to  embalm  his  body 
more,  or  at  least  anoint  the  bandages 
and  fitBsh  the  work  of  embalming. 
There  was  a  great  earthquake  —  It  did 
not  take  place  while  they  were  there, 
but  it  had  already  happened  and  the 
angel  moved  the  stone  and  sat  upon  it. 
The  keepers  of  the  tomb  saw  the  angel  1 
sit  upon  the  stone.  Luke  indicates  that/ 
the  angel  was  standing  when  the 
women  came  to  the  tomb 
V-S  His  coanteaance  —  He  was  very 
bright  and  shining.  Angelic  beings 
were  represented  as  being  clothed  in 


V-S  With  fear  and  great  joy  —  The 
news  was  so  good  that  it  filled  them 
with  unexpected  joy  They  ran  to  tell 
the  disciples.  It  was  about  half  a  mile 
to  the  city  where  they  were. 

V-8  Jesus  met  them  —  He  spoke  to 
them  with  the  term  of  salutation.  All 
hail!  It  carries  the  idea  of  joy.  Held 
Him  by  the  feet  -  They  threw  them¬ 
selves  prostrate  before  him.  Not  that 
they  touched  his  feet,  but  that  they  cast 
themselves  before  him.  Aad  worship¬ 
ped  him  —  Because  he  had  risen  from 
the  dead,  they  gave  him  homage  due 

V-18  Be  not  afraid  —  Ancient  people 
in  the  presence  of  heavenly  being* 
were  struck  with  fear.  They  were  un¬ 
worthy  to  be  in  Jesus’  presence,  but  he 
gave  them  comfort.  He  was  the  same 
they  had  been  with  before  his  death, 
and  now  they  have  no  reason  to  fear 
him.  Go  tell  my  brethren  —  He  was 
about  to  be  exalted  to  neaven;  yet  he 
did  not  hesitate  to  call  them  brethren. 
There  is  something  tender  about  tie's. 
Galilee  —  Here  he  began  his  ministry. 
Here  he  would  meet  them  in  quietaesk 
and  satisfy  them  of  his  resurrection. 
Here  he  would  commission  them  to  go 


Acteens  entertain  at  Care  Inn 

Acteens  of  Hardy  Church  (Grenada)  recently  presented  a  skit  “Mickey  Mouse 
Club— Acteens  Style”  for  the  residents  of  Care  Inn. 

Characters  are:  Mickey  Mouse  -  Cheryl  Raney  (who  also  serves  as  president  of  the 
organization);  Minnie  Mouse  -  Dawn  Gettys  (mission  action  chairman);  Goofey  - 
DeLynn  Martin  (mission  study  co-chairman);  Witch  -  Melinda  Tilghman;  Pluto-  Becky 
Ward  (mission  study  co-chairman);  Donald  Duck  -  Diana  Williams  (missions  support 
chairman);  and  Professor  von  Drake  -  Nancy  Smart.  Jeanie  Cornwall  and  Kay  Bridges 
serve  as  Acteens  leaders.  Paul  Cornwell  is  pastor. 


- Devotional - — 

Jesus,  the  discipler 

By  Lewis  Sewell,  pastor,  First,  Oxford  „  > 

John  8:  31-32 

Hank  was  a  new  Christian.  He  trusted  Jesus  as  his  Savior.  What  a  good  feeling ! 
What  a  sense  of  peace  in  his  soul !  But  Hank  wasn’t  sure  how  to  live  the  Christian 
life.  He  wanted  to  be  a  good  Christian.  At  times  old  habits  weighed  heavily  upon 
him. 

We  call  training  a  new  Christian  in  the  ways  of  Christ  “dis- 
cipling.”  Jesus  was  the  master  at  discipling.  When  He 
selected  His  apostles,  He  taught  them  the  way  to  live. 

The  text  indicates  what  Jesus  felt  would  be  essential  to  live 
in  true  discipleship. 

Discipleship  begins  with  belief.  The  beginning  is  when  a 
person  accepts  Jesus  as  Savior,  The  basic  meaning  of  belief  is 
commitment.  If  you  believe  in  somebody  or  something,  you 
commit  yourself  to  that  somebody  or  something.  Too  fre- 
Sewell  quently  a  person  accepts  Jesus  as  personal  Savior  and  fails  to 
grow  spiritually  beyond  that  initial  experience.  Many  do  not  trust  Jesus  to  the 
point  of  committing  all  of  life  to  Him.  Belief  in  Jesus  as  Savior  is  the  beginning 
only. 

Discipleship  means  constantly  remaining  in  the  Word.  The  Word  and  Jesus  are 
the  same.  The  scripture  teaches  “ ...  the  Word  became  flesh  and  dwelt  among 
men”  (John  1:14).  Being  in  residence  in  the  Word  of  Jesus  involves  four  things. 
Listening,  learning,  penetrating  and  obeying  are  essential  involvements  that 
must  be  experienced  by  the  individual  believer  if  he  is. to  grow  in  discipleship. 

Discipleship  issues  in  knowledge  of  the  truth.  Jesus  said,  “You  will  know  the 
truth.  ’  ’  The  truth  Jesus  reveals  allows  the  believer  to  know  the  real  values  of  life. 

Paul  gave  us  insight  into  this  spiritual  principle  in  Colossians  1:25-27.  The 
mystery  learned  by  believers  is  the  truth  that  ‘  ‘Christ  in  you  is  thehope  of  glory.  ’  ’ 
What  a  difference  living  would  be  fix-  every  believer  if  he  were  aware  that  Christ 
Jesus  were  in  him  constantly. 

Discipleship  results  in  freedom.  A  true  disciple  is  free  from  the  bondage,  guilt 
and  penalty  of  sin.  This  freedom  allows  the  believer  to  become  what  Christ  Jesus 
wants  him  to  be.  In  short,  Jesus  teaches  us  how  to  live  for  Him. 

Jesus  is  the  Discipler  of  His  people.  Our  responsibility  is  to  make  ourselves 
available  to  Him  and  His  power.  / 


Southwestern 
breaks  ground 
for  library 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)- 
Groundbreaking  for  a  new  library 
center,  election  of  new  faculty  and  the 
adoption  of  a  record  |11.9  million 
operating  budget  highlighted  the 
spring  meeting  of  the  Southwestern 
Seminary  board  of  trustees. 

Construction  will  begin  immediately 
on  the  new  46.6  million  library  center, 
with  completion  expected  during  the 
summer  of  1982. 

The  411.9  million  operating  budget  is 
a  22  percent  increase  over  the  1980-81 
operating  budget  of  49.2  million.  The 
SBC  Cooperative  Program  will  pro¬ 
vide  54  percent  of  the  general  budget. 

Six  new  faculty  members  were 
elected  by  the  trustees,  including  two 
each  in  theology,  religious  education 
and  church  music. 

J.  Darrel  Baergen,  45,  was  named 
professor  of  communication  arts  and 
acting  director  of  the  Center  for  Chris¬ 
tian  Communication  Studies.  William 
H.  Bellinger  Jr.,  31,  was  elected  in¬ 
structor  in  Old  Testament. 

William  J.  Reynolds  was  elected  as¬ 
sociate  professor  of  church  music.  He 
is  former  church  music  secretary  for 
the  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  and  was  guest  professor  at 
Southwestern  during  the  1980-81 
academic  year.  Robert  Carl  Smith,  37, 
was  named  instructor  in  ptano. 

William  M.  Tillman  Jr.,  35,  was 
elected  as  assistant  professor  in  Chris¬ 
tian  ethics.  William  Rick  Yount  will  be 
instructor  in  foundations  of  education. 


Bloskas  resigns: 
Annuity  Board 


DALLAS  (BP )  John  D.  Bloskas,  vice 
president  and  director  of  public  rela¬ 
tions  for  the  Annuity  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  has  re¬ 
signed  to  become  vice  president  of 
marketing  for  Lady  Love  Cosmetics 
effective  April  23. 

Bloskas  will  remain  on  the  Endow¬ 
ment  Council  of  the  Annuity  Board  at 
the  request  of  Annuity  Board  Presi¬ 
dent  Darold  Morgan. 

Bloskas,  52,  is  a  1953  graduate  of 
Baylor  University  and  came  to  the  An¬ 
nuity  Board  in  1958.  Previously,  he  was 
a  reporter  on  the  Houston  Chronicle, 
director  of  public  relations  for  Valley 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Weslaco  and 
associate  editor  of  the  Mexia  Daily 
News. 

He  is  a  member  and  has  been  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Texas  Baptist  Public  Rela¬ 
tions  Association  and  the  Baptist  Pub¬ 
lic  Relations  Association. 


|  Life  and  Work  Lesson 


Good  News  of  Christ’s 


white.-  White  is  a  symbol  of  purity  or 
innocence. 

V-4  Hie  keepers  did  shake  —  The 

nOise,  the  sudden  appearance,  the 
light  scared  them.  Became  as  dead 
men— They  fainted.  At  this  time  Jesns 
probably  arose.  He  was  not  seen  by 
them  when  he  came  out  of  thetomb  He 
probably  arose  not  long  before  the 
worried  came  to  the  sepulchre. 

"V-5  And  the  angel,  see¬ 

ing  the, stone  rolled  away  arid  the 
tomb  opened,  they  anxiously  entered 
into  it  to  see  if  tHe  body  was  there.  They 
did  not  find  it,  and  there  they  saw  the 
angels  who  gave  them  information 
about  his  resurrection.  Fear  not  —  Do 
not  be  agitated  or  troubled.  Do  not  be 
afraid  that  his  body  has  been  stolen. 
You  will  see  him  again  in  Galilee. 

V-4  He  has  risen  —  Jesus  had  pre¬ 
dicted  it.  His  disciples  did  not  under¬ 
stand  it  or  expect  it.  The  place  where 
the  Lord  lay  —  A  place  cut  in  solid 
rock,  just  large  enough  to  hold  the 
body  V-7  TeU  His  disciples  -  Mat* 
says,  “Tell  Peter.”  flew  was  a  kind 
message  to  Peter.  It  would  assure  him 
that  his  sin  had  been  forgiven.  It  shows 
the  tender  love  and  remembrance  of 
Jesus,  even  for  his  unfaithful  friends. 


/  ■ 

By  James  L.  Heflin,  pastor 
FBC,  Greenville 
Luke  24:18-11,  21-24,  36-39,  50-51 
Luke  is  the  Gospel— good  news— for 
all  men.  With  this  lesson  we  reach  the 
end  of  the  Book  of  Luke,  but  we  also 


i^Besnrrection 

Ttie  disciples  did  not  believe  what  referring  to  himself  as 
they  heard  (v.  11),  The  words  of  the  into  the  sunset  that  Sun 
women  seemed  like  fairy  tales  to  When  they  arrived  at  t 
them.  That  kind  of  news  is  hard  to  be-  two  invited  Jesus  to  sta; 
lieve.  The  disciples  were  bewildered  it  was  late  (vv.' 28-29). 
already.  They  were  frightened  be-  for  the  evening  meal 


arriveattl»b^2:'~-5A’!JW,dayfor\k  pause  of  theeventsof  the  last  Friday,  bread.  While  I 
all  mankind.  We  study  the'  resurrec-  **-—  Siieve?  Yet,  the  Lord  breaking  ;uie  bi 

tion  of  JesUs  had  told  them  what  would  happen,  opfened  and  the; 

One  Easter  Sunday  morning  a  group  They  looked  for  indisputable  proof.  31).  He  then  van 

of  us  from  a  small  country  church  II.  Qoestions(24:21-24)  _  Amazed,  the; 

made  our  way  out  tothe  cemetery  for  a  Meanwhile,  two  men  who  had  wit-  and  declared  t 

sunrise  service.  A  cemetery  is  a  nessed  the  crucifixion  traveled  toward  begun  to  bum  : 


forth  and  preach  the  gospel , 


foreboding  and  forbidding  place.  It  is 
literally  theplade  of  death.  Weallfelta 
little  eerie  as  we  took  our  places 
around  those  tombstones  facing  the 
eastern  horizon.  A  cool  damp  air  set¬ 
tled  down  on  us  as  we  stood  in  the  pre¬ 
dawn  darkness,  quietly  waiting. 

In  a  few  moments  the  sun’s  golden 
rays  began  to  push  away  the  black  cur¬ 
tain  of  night.  It  was  day.  At  that  mo¬ 
ment  we  felt  an  exhilarating  spirit 
surge  through  our  hearts.  We  remem¬ 
bered  the  resurrection.  After  the  wor¬ 
ship  service  we  all  walked  away  with  a 
different  feeling  from  what  we  had 
earlier.  There  is  victory  over  death. 
That  is  the  good  news  of  Christ’s  resur¬ 
rection. 

I.  Disbelief  (24:18-11) 

The  faithful  group  of  women  who  fol¬ 
lowed  Jesus  during  his  ministry  were 
the  first  to  report  his  resurrection. 
Veryoarly  on  the  first  day  of  the  week 
(Sunday),  they  went  to  the  tomb  hop¬ 
ing  to  anoint  Jesus’  body  with  sweet 
smelling' spices  and  ml  (23:55-24:1). 
When  they  arrived  at  the  tomb  they 
discovered  that  the  stone,  which  had 
been  roiled  over  the  entrance,  had 
been  moved  away  (24:2).  They  en¬ 
tered  the  tomb  and  found  no  body 
(24:3).. 

While  they  stood  looking  at  each 
other  fh  wide-eyed  amazement,  two 
men  (angels)  with  shining  garments 
appeared  to  them  (4)4:4).  Frightened, 
the  women  bowed  to  the  ground.  Then 
the  messengers  gave  them  the  great 
proclamation:  “He  is  not  here;  he  is 
risen!”  (24:6).  Jesus  had  told  them  he 
would  be  crucified  and  that  he  would 
arise  on  the  third  day  (See  Luke  9:22, 
18:31-33).  The  women  remembered  his 
words  (24:8).  Then  they  hurried  to  tell 
the  eleven,  and  others,  the  good  news 


home  (Emmaus),  discussing  the 
events  of  those  three  unusual  days 
(Friday  through  Sunday).  A  stranger 
joined  them  and  continued  the  discus¬ 
sion  with  them  (24:13-20).  He  ap¬ 
peared  to  know  nothing  about  the 
-crucifixion. 

The  two  expressed  their  hope  that 
Jesus  had  been  the  Messiah  (v.  21). 
However,  three  days  had  passed  and 
they  had  heard  no  more.  On  the  third 
day,  though,  the  women  astonished 
everyone  with  the  news  of  the  empty 
tomb  (v.  22).  Moreover,  they  reported 
their  encounter  with  the  angels,  who 
told  them  that  Jesus  was  alive.  ' 

Some  who  heard  the  news  rushed  to 
the  sepulchre  to  see  for  themselves  ( v. 
24 ) .  They  verified  what  the  women  had 
said:  The  tomb  indeed  was  empty. 
Yet,  no  one  had  seen  the  Lord  himself. 

Unknown  to  those  travelers,  the 
risen  Lord  was  with  them  at  that  very 
moment!  They  were  perplexed, 
perhaps  even  frustrated  and  surely 
disappointed.  They  Wondered  out  loud 
about  the  strange  things  that  were 
happening  all  around  them. 

One  gets  the  feeling  that  the  two  on 
the  Emmaus  road  wanted  to  believe. 
Jesus  could  sense  that,  too.  Those  who 
hunger  to  know  the  risen  Lord  will  be 
satisfied/ hdon.  a<Jd9f  would  end  their 
fnistrat”-^with  a  revelation  of  him¬ 
self.  A 

Christ,  who  lives,  meets  meq  on  the 
lonely  roads  of  this  woNd.  As  we 
struggle  with  doubt  and  discourage¬ 
ment,  he  walks  alongside  us.  He  reve¬ 
als  himself  as  God’s  anointed,  sent  to 
sacrifice  himself  for  the  forgiveness  of 
sin.  Once  men  see  and  believe,  doubts 
dissolve  and  the  certainty  of  the  Lord 
who  lives  springs  up  within  the  heart 
and  controls  life.  He  live*. 

III.  Proof  of  the  resurrection 

Jesus  explained  all  the  Scriptures 


referrihg  to  himself  as  they  continued 
into  the  sunset  that  Sunday  (2*:  25-27). 
When  they  arrived  at  their  home,  the 
two  invited  Jesus  to  stay  overnight,  far 
it  was  late  (vv/  28-29)  They  sat  down 
for  the  evening  meal  of  meat  and 
bread.  While  he  jvas  blessing  and 
breaking  id)*  bread^th&r  eyes  tyere 
Opened  and  they  saw*  the  lord  (vv.  30-  - 
31 ) .  He  then  vanished  from  their  sigh  t. 

-  Amazed,  they  looked  at  each  other 
and  declared  that  their  hearts  had 
begun  to  bum  as  Jesus  explained  the 
Scripture.  Now  they  knew  why:  He 
was  the  one  of  whom  the  Scriptures 
spoke.  The  great  truth  of  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  dawned  «n  them  (v.  32). 

The  news  was  too  good  to  keep  to 
themselves.  They  got  up  immediately 
and  hurried  back  to  Jerusalem  <v.  33). 
They  had  something  to  tell.  Finding 
the  eleven  still  gathered  together,  they 
burst  in  with  the  word:  “The  Lord  is 
risen  indeed"  (v.  34). 

The  truth  of  the  resurrection  speaks 
for  itself.  Witnesses  of  the  event  have 
told  us.  He  is  risen  indeed.  It  really  is 
true.  No  matter  how  often  one  says  it, 
the  statement  overwhelms  because  of 
the  wonder  of  it  all.  Easter  Sunday  is 
the  celebration  of  that  truth:  He  is  ri¬ 
sen.  Every  Sunday  is,  for  that  matter, 
but  on  Easter  Sunday  we  seem  to  hear 
it  In  a  different  way.  Say  it  again.  He  is 
alive. 

IV.  Tell  the  good  news  (24:50-51) 

As  the  two  from  Emmaus  gave  their 
report,  Jesus  himself  appeared  to  the 
group  (24:36). .He  brought  a  word  of 
peace,  but  still  they  were  frightened. 
Then  Jesus  gave  them  assurances  of 
his  resurrection.  First,  he  showed 
them  his  hands  and  feet  (24:39-40). 
Then  he  ate  some  food  (24:41-43).  Also, 
he  reminded  them  of  his  own  words 
before  W*  cl*-t 


understand^*  words  (24:44-47).  How 
could  they  not  believe  then? 

On  Easter  Sunday  folks  all  over  the 
world  will  gather  for  worship.  The 
risen  Savior  compels  our  worship. 
Whether  at  a  sunrise  service  or  at  the 
local  church,  we  must  worship  the 
Christ  of  God 

This  kind  of  Lord  also  compels  us  to . 
witness.  As  he  said  to  those  disciples, 
“Ye  are  witnesses  of  these  thing*” 
(24;48).  We  cannot  be  silent  with  a 
message  like  that  All  people  need  the 
news  of  the  risen  Lord, 


